
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  9 9 - 2

C H A P T E R  9 9

N.C.G.S. § 99-2.

Ef�fect of publication or broadcast in good 
faith and retraction.

S O U R C E

General Statutes of North 
Carolina, as published by the 
General Assembly

L A S T  A M E N D M E N T  I N  T H I S  
T E X T

c. 238, s. 2 — fourth act in the 
lineage

R E T R I E V E D

21 September 2026, 03:26 UTC
S O U R C E  F I N G E R P R I N T

39f9b5de�5d6b8cc8�6cd9cdef�-
a957f7b6�7bd3e39d�a70d905f�-
0d9e4e3d�565e1ec2�

§ 99-2(a) If it appears upon the trial that said article was published in good faith, that its falsity 
was due to an honest mistake of the facts, and that there were reasonable grounds for 
believing that the statements in said article were true, and that within 10 days after the 
service of said notice a full and fair correction, apology and retraction was published 
in the same editions or corresponding issues of the newspaper or periodical in which 
said article appeared, and in as conspicuous place and type as was said original article, 
then the plaintif�f in such case, if a civil action, shall recover only actual damages, and 
if, in a criminal proceeding, a verdict of "guilty" is rendered on such a state of facts, 
the defendant shall be f�ined a penny and the costs, and no more.

§ 99-2(b) If it appears upon the trial that such words or acts were conveyed and broadcast in 
good faith, that their falsity was due to an honest mistake of the facts, or without 
prior knowledge or approval of such station, and if with prior knowledge or approval 
that there were reasonable grounds for believing that the words or acts were true, and 
that within 10 days after the service of said notice a full and fair correction, apology 
and retraction was conveyed or broadcast by or over such radio or television station 
at approximately the same time of day and by the same sending power so as to be 
as visible and audible as the original acts or words complained of, then the plaintif�f 
in such case, if a civil action, shall recover only actual damages, and if, in a criminal 
proceeding, a verdict of "guilty" is rendered on such state of facts, the defendant shall 
be f�ined a penny and costs, and no more.
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4  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1901 1922 1943

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1901 c. 557 E N A C T E D

02 Rev. s. 2013 R E C O D I F I E D

03 C.S. s. 2430 R E C O D I F I E D

04 1943 c. 238, s. 2 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 99-2 (1943).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 99-2(a) (1943).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1901, c. 557; Rev., s. 2013; C.S., s. 2430; 1943, c. 238, s. 2.)
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