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Any principal contractor, intermediate contractor, or subcontractor who shall sublet any contract for the 
performance of any work without obtaining from such subcontractor or obtaining from the Industrial 
Commission a certif�icate, issued by a workers' compensation insurance carrier, or a certif�icate of 
compliance issued by the Department of Insurance to a self-insured subcontractor, stating that such 
subcontractor has complied with G.S. 97-93 for a specif�ied term, shall be liable, irrespective of whether such 
subcontractor has regularly in service fewer than three employees in the same business within this State, 
to the same extent as such subcontractor would be if he were subject to the provisions of this Article for 
the payment of compensation and other benef�its under this Article on account of the injury or death of any 
employee of such subcontractor due to an accident arising out of and in the course of the performance of 
the work covered by such subcontract. If the principal contractor, intermediate contractor or subcontractor 
shall obtain such certif�icate at any time before subletting such contract to the subcontractor, he shall not 
thereafter be held liable to any employee of such subcontractor for compensation or other benef�its under 
this Article and within the term specif�ied by the certif�icate.

Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, any principal contractor, intermediate contractor, or 
subcontractor who shall sublet any contract for the performance of work shall not be held liable to any 
employee of such subcontractor if either (i) the subcontractor has a workers' compensation insurance policy 
in compliance with G.S. 97-93 in ef�fect on the date of injury regardless of whether the principal contractor, 
intermediate contractor, or subcontractor failed to timely obtain a certif�icate from the subcontractor; 
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or (ii) the policy expired or was cancelled prior to the date of injury provided the principal contractor, 
intermediate contractor, or subcontractor obtained a certif�icate at any time before subletting such contract 
to the subcontractor and was unaware of the expiration or cancellation.

Any principal contractor, intermediate contractor, or subcontractor paying compensation or other benef�its 
under this Article, under the foregoing provisions of this section, may recover the amount so paid from 
any person, persons, or corporation who independently of such provision, would have been liable for the 
payment thereof.

Every claim f�iled with the Industrial Commission under this section shall be instituted against all parties 
liable for payment, and said Commission, in its award, shall f�ix the order in which said parties shall be 
exhausted, beginning with the immediate employer.

The principal or owner may insure any or all of his contractors and their employees in a blanket policy, 
and when so insured such contractor's employees will be entitled to compensation benef�its regardless of 
whether the relationship of employer and employee exists between the principal and the contractor.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 2  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1929 1971 2013
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1929 c. 120, s. 19 E N A C T E D

02 1941 c. 358, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 1945 c. 766 A M E N D E D

04 1973 c. 1291, s. 10 A M E N D E D

05 1979 c. 247, s. 2 A M E N D E D

06 1987 c. 729, s. 4 A M E N D E D

07 1989 c. 637 A M E N D E D

08 1991 c. 703, s. 7 A M E N D E D

09 1991 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 679, s. 10.6 A M E N D E D

10 1995 c. 517, s. 36 A M E N D E D
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11 1995 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 555, s. 1 A M E N D E D

12 2013 S.L. 2013-413, s. 13(c) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 97-93 "that such subcontractor has complied with"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 97-19 (2013).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1929, c. 120, s. 19; 1941, c. 358, s. 1; 1945, c. 766; 1973, c. 1291, s. 10; 1979, c. 247, s. 2; 1987, c. 729, s. 4; 1989, c. 637; 1991, 
c. 703, s. 7; 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 679, s. 10.6; 1995, c. 517, s. 36; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 555, s. 1; 2013-413, s. 13(c).)
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