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§ 96-14.3(a) Duration. - The number of weeks an individual is allowed to receive unemployment 
benef�its depends on the seasonal adjusted statewide unemployment rate that applies 
to the six-month base period in which the claim is f�iled. One six-month base period 
begins on January 1 and one six-month base period begins on July 1. For the base 
period that begins January 1, the average of the seasonal adjusted unemployment rates 
for the State for the preceding months of July, August, and September applies. For the 
base period that begins July 1, the average of the seasonal adjusted unemployment 
rates for the State for the preceding months of January,  February,  and March 
applies. The Division must use the most recent seasonal adjusted unemployment rate 
determined by the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, and not the 
rate as revised in the annual benchmark.

Seasonal Adjusted	Number

Unemployment Rate	of Weeks

Less than or equal to 5.5%	12

Greater than 5.5% up to 6%	13

Greater than 6% up to 6.5%	14

Greater than 6.5% up to 7%	15

Greater than 7% up to 7.5%	16

Greater than 7.5% up to 8%	17

Greater than 8% up to 8.5%	18
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Greater than 8.5% up to 9%	19

Greater than 9%	20

§ 96-14.3(b) Total Benef�its. - The total benef�its paid to an individual equals the individual's weekly 
benef�it amount allowed under G.S. 96-14.2 multiplied by the number of weeks allowed 
under subsection (a) of this section.  (2013-2, s. 5; 2013-224, ss. 13, 19; 2015-238, s. 2.8(b).)
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1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 96-14.2 (b) "individual�s weekly benef�it amount allowed under"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 96-14.3 (2026).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 96-14.3(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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