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CHAPTER 95
ARTICLE 1 - DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

N.C.G.S.§ 95-4.

Authority, powers and duties of
Commissioner.
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TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 01:15 UTC 1a350e190ec25cd82641d64f -
7 7 S.L. 2025-92, s. 4.1(g) — 9b49922fb0bb2a8973¢702¢8 -
Carolina, as published by the . .
eleventh act in the lineage 37ed721743e8746

General Assembly

The Commissioner of Labor shall be the executive and administrative head of the Department of Labor. In
addition to the other powers and duties conferred upon the Commissioner of Labor by this Article, the said

Commissioner shall have authority and be charged with the duty:

To appoint and assign to duty such clerks, stenographers, and other employees in the various divisions of
the Department, as may be necessary to perform the work of the Department, and fix their compensation,
subject to the approval of the Department of Administration. The Commissioner of Labor may assign or
transfer stenographers, or clerks, from one division to another, or inspectors from one division to another,
or combine the clerical force of two or more divisions, or require from one division assistance in the work
of another division, as he may consider necessary and advisable: Provided, however, the provisions of this

subdivision shall not apply to the Industrial Commission, or the Division of Workers' Compensation.

To make such rules and regulations with reference to the work of the Department and of the several
divisions thereof as shall be necessary to properly carry out the duties imposed upon the said Commissioner

and the work of the Department.

To take and preserve testimony, examine witnesses, administer oaths, and under proper restriction enter
any public institution of the State, any factory, store, workshop, laundry, public eating house or mine, and
interrogate any person employed therein or connected therewith, or the proper officer of a corporation,
or file a written or printed list of interrogatories and require full and complete answers to the same, to be

returned under oath within 30 days of the receipt of said list of questions.

To secure the enforcement of all laws relating to the inspection of factories, mercantile establishments,

mills, workshops, public eating places, and commercial institutions in the State. To aid him in the work,
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he shall have power to appoint factory inspectors and other assistants. The duties of such inspectors and

other assistants shall be prescribed by the Commissioner of Labor.

To visit and inspect, personally or through his assistants and factory inspectors, at reasonable hours, as
often as practicable, the factories, mercantile establishments, mills, workshops, public eating places, and
commercial institutions in the State, where goods, wares, or merchandise are manufactured, purchased, or

sold, at wholesale or retail.

To enforce the provisions of this section and to prosecute all violations of laws relating to the inspection of
factories, mercantile establishments, mills, workshops, public eating houses, and commercial institutions
in this State before any court of competent jurisdiction. It shall be the duty of the district attorney of the
proper district upon the request of the Commissioner of Labor, or any of his assistants or deputies, to

prosecute any violation of a law, which it is made the duty of the said Commissioner of Labor to enforce.

Notwithstanding G.S. 143C-6-9 and G.S. 114-2.3, to retain, designate, employ, expend available funds for,
and otherwise engage private counsel to provide litigation services and represent the Department in any
matter the Commissioner deems necessary to represent the interests of the Department and any of its
component units, bureaus, officers, or employees. For the purposes of this subdivision, the terms "private

counsel” and "litigation services" are as defined in G.S. 147-17.

END OF SECTION TEXT APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

APPARATUS |

1 (e Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1925 1975 2025
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

N2 YEAR ACT CHARACTER

01 1925 c. 288 ENACTED

02 1931 c. 277 AMENDED

03 1931 c.312,ss.5,6 AMENDED

o4 1933 cc. 46, 244 AMENDED

05 1945 c.723,5.2 AMENDED

06 1957 c.269,s. 1 AMENDED

07 1973 c.47,s.2 AMENDED
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08 1973 c. 108, s. 41 AMENDED
09 1991 c.636,5.3 AMENDED
10 2015 S.L.2015-221,s. 1.2 AMENDED
el 2025 S.L. 2025-92, s. 4.1(g) AMENDED
APPARATUS II o e
o AUTHORITIES Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 143C-6 (nuih(7) "Notwithstanding"

G.S. 114-2.3 (nuih(7) "Notwithstanding G.S. 143C-6-9 and"

G.S. 147-17 (nuih(7) ""litigation services" are as defined in"
APPARATUS 11 S e

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 95-4 (2025).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1925, c. 288; 1931, c. 277; c. 312, ss. 5, 6; 1933, cc. 46, 244; 1945, c. 723, s. 2; 1957, c. 269, s. 1; 1973, c. 47, s. 2; c. 108, s. 41;
1991, c. 636, s. 3; 2015-221, s. 1.2; 2025-92, s. 4.1(g).)
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