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CHAPTER 90B
ARTICLE 1 - SOCIAL WORKER CERTIFICATION AND LICENSURE ACT

N.C.G.S. § 90B-7.

Titles and qualifications for certificates
and licenses.
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TEXT
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Carolina, as published by the . !
act in the lineage 967754fa5cc730ac
General Assembly
§90B-7(a) Each person desiring to obtain a certificate or license from the Board shall make

application to the Board upon such forms and in such manner as the Board shall

prescribe, together with the required application fee established by the Board.

§ 90B-7(b) The Board shall issue a certificate as "Certified Social Worker" to an applicant who

meets the following qualifications:

(1) Has a bachelors degree in social work from a college or university social work
program approved, accredited, or admitted to candidacy for accreditation by

the Council on Social Work Education for undergraduate curricula.

(2) Has passed the Board-approved qualifying examination.

§90B-7(c) The Board shall issue a certificate as "Certified Master Social Worker" to an applicant

who meets the following qualifications:

(1) Has a masters or doctoral degree in social work from a college or university
social work program approved, accredited, or admitted to candidacy for

accreditation by the Council on Social Work Education.

(2) Has passed the Board-approved qualifying examination.

§ 90B-7(d) The Board shall issue a license as a "Licensed Clinical Social Worker" to an applicant

who meets the following qualifications:
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(1) Has a masters or doctoral degree in social work from a college or university
social work program approved, accredited, or admitted to candidacy for

accreditation by the Council on Social Work Education.

(2) Shows to the satisfaction of the Board that he or she has had two years of
clinical social work experience with appropriate supervision in the field of

specialization in which the applicant will practice.

(3) Has passed the Board-approved qualifying examination.

The Board shall issue a certificate as a "Certified Social Work Manager" to an

applicant who meets the following qualifications:

(1) Has a bachelor's degree in social work from a college or university social work
program approved, accredited, or admitted to candidacy for accreditation, by

the Council on Social Work Education for undergraduate curricula.

(2) Shows to the satisfaction of the Board that he or she has had two years
of experience in an administrative setting with appropriate supervision and

training.

(3) Has passed the Board-approved qualifying examination.

The Board may issue an associate license in clinical social work to a person who has
a masters or doctoral degree in social work from a college or university social work
program approved, accredited, or in candidacy for accreditation by the Council on
Social Work Education and who desires to be licensed as a licensed clinical social
worker. The associate license may not be issued for a period exceeding two years
and the person issued the associate license must practice under the supervision of a
licensed clinical social worker or a Board-approved alternate. The associate licensee
shall complete all requirements for licensed clinical social worker licensure within
three renewal cycles, or a total of six years, unless otherwise directed by the Board.
Associate licensees who fail to satisfy all requirements for licensed clinical social
worker licensure within six years from the date of associate license issuance may apply
for a new associate license. However, the Board shall not issue a subsequent associate
license to an applicant until the applicant has passed the qualifying examination
required by the Board. Supervision and experience hours acquired under an associate
license shall expire six years from the date of initial associate license issuance, and

expired supervision and experience hours shall not apply toward future licensure.

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 lebe4c01...c730ac



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 90B-7

END OF SECTION TEXT APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

APPARATUS |
7 ACTS

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90B-7 (2025).
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90B-7(a) (2025).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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