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§ 90A-30(a) Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Certif�ication,  the  Secretary  of 
Environmental Quality or a delegated representative may impose an administrative, 
civil penalty on any person, corporation, company, association, partnership, unit of 
local government, State agency, federal agency, or other legal entity that violates 
G.S. 90A-29(a). Each day of a continued violation constitutes a separate violation. 
The penalty shall not exceed one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each day the violation 
continues. No penalty shall be assessed until the person alleged to be in violation has 
been notif�ied of the violation.

The clear proceeds of penalties imposed pursuant to this section shall be remitted to 
the Civil Penalty and Forfeiture Fund in accordance with G.S. 115C-457.2.

§ 90A-30(b) Any person wishing to contest a penalty issued under this section is entitled to an 
administrative hearing and judicial review conducted according to the procedures 
outlined in Articles 3 and 4 of Chapter 150B of the General Statutes.

§ 90A-30(c) The Secretary may bring a civil action in the superior court of the county in which 
the violation is alleged to have occurred to recover the amount of the administrative 
penalty if either of the following applies to an owner or person in control of a water 
treatment facility:

(1) The owner or person has not requested an administrative hearing and fails to 
pay the penalty within 60 days after being notif�ied of the penalty.
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(2) The owner or person has requested an administrative hearing and fails to pay 
the penalty within 60 days after the Of�f�ice of Administrative Hearings forwards 
a written copy of the decision as provided in G.S. 150B-34.

§ 90A-30(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, this section imposes the only penalty or 
sanction, civil or criminal, for violations of G.S. 90A-29(a) or for the failure to meet any 
other legal requirement for a water system to have a certif�ied operator in responsible 
charge.
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9  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1981 2003 2025
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1981 c. 616, s. 11 E N A C T E D

02 1987 c. 827, s. 231 A M E N D E D

03 1989 c. 227, s. 5 A M E N D E D

04 1989 c. 727, s. 219(12) A M E N D E D

05 1989 1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 1024, s. 18 A M E N D E D

06 1997 S.L. 1997-443, s. 11A.31 A M E N D E D

07 1998 S.L. 1998-215, s. 45 A M E N D E D

08 2015 S.L. 2015-241, s. 14.30(v) A M E N D E D

09 2025 S.L. 2025-25, s. 24(c) A M E N D E D
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3  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N
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G.S. 90A-29(a) (a) "or other legal entity that violates"

G.S. 115C-457.2 (a) "and Forfeiture Fund in accordance with"

G.S. 150B-34 (c)(2) "of the decision as provided in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90A-30 (2025).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90A-30(a) (2025).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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