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CHAPTER 90
ARTICLE 38 - RESPIRATORY CARE PRACTICE ACT

N.C.G.S. § 90-648.

Definitions.
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The following definitions apply in this Article:
Board. - The North Carolina Respiratory Care Board.

Diagnostic testing. - Cardiopulmonary procedures and tests performed on the written order of a physician
licensed under Article 1 of this Chapter that provide information to the physician to formulate a
diagnosis of the patient's condition. The tests and procedures may include pulmonary function testing,

electrocardiograph testing, cardiac stress testing, and sleep related testing.

Direct supervision. - The authority and responsibility to direct the performance of activities as established

by policies and procedures for safe and appropriate completion of services.
Individual. - A human being.

License. - A certificate issued by the Board recognizing the person named therein as having met the

requirements to practice respiratory care as defined in this Article.
Licensee. - A person who has been issued a license under this Article.

Medical director. - An appointed physician who is licensed under Article 1 of this Chapter and a member of
the entity's medical staff, and who is granted the authority and responsibility for assuring and establishing
policies and procedures and that the provision of such is provided to the quality, safety, and appropriateness

standards as recognized within the defined scope of practice for the entity.
Person. - An individual, corporation, partnership, association, unit of government, or other legal entity.

Physician. - A doctor of medicine licensed by the State of North Carolina in accordance with Article 1 of

this Chapter.
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Practice of respiratory care. - As defined by the written order of a physician licensed under Article 1 of
this Chapter, the observing and monitoring of signs and symptoms, general behavior, and general physical
response to respiratory care treatment and diagnostic testing, including the determination of whether
such signs, symptoms, reactions, behavior, or general response exhibit abnormal characteristics, and the

performance of diagnostic testing and therapeutic application of:

a.Medical gases, humidity, and aerosols including the maintenance of associated apparatus, except for the

purpose of anesthesia.

b.Pharmacologic agents related to respiratory care procedures, including those agents necessary to perform

hemodynamic monitoring.
c.Mechanical or physiological ventilatory support.

d.Cardiopulmonary resuscitation and maintenance of natural airways, the insertion and maintenance of
artificial airways under the direct supervision of a recognized medical director in a health care environment

which identifies these services within the scope of practice by the facility's governing board.
e.Hyperbaric oxygen therapy.

f.New and innovative respiratory care and related support activities in appropriately identified
environments and under the training and practice guidelines established by the American Association of

Respiratory Care.

The term also means the interpretation and implementation of a physician's written or verbal order

pertaining to the acts described in this subdivision.

Respiratory care. - As defined by the written order of a physician licensed under Article 1 of Chapter 90,
the treatment, management, diagnostic testing, and care of patients with deficiencies and abnormalities

associated with the cardiopulmonary system.

Respiratory care practitioner. - A person who has been licensed by the Board to engage in the practice of

respiratory care.

Support activities. - Procedures that do not require formal academic training, including the delivery, setup,
and maintenance of apparatus. The term also includes giving instructions on the use, fitting, and application

of apparatus, but does not include therapeutic evaluation and assessment. (2000-162, s. 1.)

END OF SECTION TEXT APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED
UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 4677c45...561924a



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 90-648

APPARATUS 11l

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-648 (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO !
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 4677c4f5...561924a




