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The following def�initions apply in this Article:

Business associate. - As def�ined in 45 C.F.R. § 160.103.

Business associate contract. - The documentation required by 45 C.F.R. § 164.502(e)(2) that meets the 
applicable requirements of 45 C.F.R. § 164.504(e).

Covered entity. - Any entity described in 45 C.F.R. § 160.103 or any other facility or practitioner licensed by 
the State to provide health care services.

Department. - North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services.

Disclose or disclosure. - The release, transfer, provision of access to, or divulging in any other manner an 
individual's protected health information through the HIE Network.

Repealed by Session Laws 2017-57, s. 11A.5(f), ef�fective July 1, 2017.

GDAC. - The North Carolina Government Data Analytics Center.

HIE Network. - The voluntary, statewide health information exchange network overseen and administered 
by the Authority.

HIPAA. - Sections 261 through 264 of the federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 
of 1996, P.L. 104-191, as amended, and any federal regulations adopted to implement these sections, as 
amended.

Individual. - As def�ined in 45 C.F.R. § 160.103.

North Carolina Health Information Exchange Advisory Board or Advisory Board. - The Advisory Board 
established under G.S. 90-414.8.
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North Carolina Health Information Exchange Authority or Authority. - The entity established pursuant to 
G.S. 90-414.7.

Opt out. - An individual's af�f�irmative decision communicated to the Authority in writing to disallow his or 
her protected health information from being disclosed by the Authority to covered entities or other persons 
or entities through the HIE Network.

Protected health information. - As def�ined in 45 C.F.R. § 160.103.

Public health purposes. - The public health activities and purposes described in 45 C.F.R. § 164.512(b).

Qualif�ied organization. - An entity with which the Authority has contracted for the sole purpose of 
facilitating the exchange of data with or through the HIE Network.

Research purposes. - Research purposes referenced in and subject to the standards described in 45 C.F.R. 
§ 164.512(i).

State CIO. - The State Chief Information Of�f�icer.  (2015-241, s. 12A.5(d); 2015-264, s. 86.5(b); 2017-57, ss. 
11A.5(c), (f).)

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 90-414.8 (null)(11) "- The Advisory Board established under"

G.S. 90-414.7 (null)(12) "- The entity established pursuant to"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-414.3 (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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