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§ 90-312.3(a) A license issued to an audiologist or speech-language pathologist by a home state to 
a resident in that state shall be recognized by each member state as authorizing an 
audiologist or speech-language pathologist to practice audiology or speech-language 
pathology, under a privilege to practice, in each member state.

§ 90-312.3(b) A state must implement or utilize procedures for considering the criminal history 
records of applicants for initial privilege to practice. These procedures shall include 
the submission of f�ingerprints or other biometric-based information by applicants for 
the purpose of obtaining an applicant's criminal history record information from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and the agency responsible for retaining that state's 
criminal records.

(1) A member state must fully implement a criminal background check 
requirement, within a time frame established by rule, by receiving the results 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation record search on criminal background 
checks and use the results in making licensure decisions.

(2) Communication between a member state, the Commission, and among 
member states regarding the verif�ication of eligibility for licensure through the 
Compact shall not include any information received from the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation relating to a federal criminal records check performed by a 
member state under P.L. 92-544.

§ 90-312.3(c) Upon application for a privilege to practice, the licensing board in the issuing remote 
state shall ascertain, through the data system, whether the applicant has ever held, or is 
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the holder of, a license issued by any other state, whether there are any encumbrances 
on any license or privilege to practice held by the applicant, whether any adverse action 
has been taken against any license or privilege to practice held by the applicant.

§ 90-312.3(d) Each member state shall require an applicant to obtain or retain a license in the home 
state and meet the home state's qualif�ications for licensure or renewal of licensure, as 
well as, all other applicable state laws.

(1) For an audiologist:

a.	Must meet one of the following educational requirements:

1.	On or before December 31, 2007, has graduated with a master's degree or doctorate 
in audiology, or equivalent degree regardless of degree name, from a program that is 
accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the Council for Higher Education 
Accreditation, or its successor, or by the United States Department of Education and 
operated by a college or university accredited by a regional or national accrediting 
organization recognized by the board.

2.	On or after January 1, 2008, has graduated with a doctoral degree in audiology, or 
equivalent degree, regardless of degree name, from a program that is accredited by 
an accrediting agency recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation, 
or its successor, or by the United States Department of Education and operated by 
a college or university accredited by a regional or national accrediting organization 
recognized by the board.

3.	Has graduated from an audiology program that is housed in an institution of higher 
education outside of the United States (i) for which the program and institution have 
been approved by the authorized accrediting body in the applicable country and (ii) 
the degree program has been verif�ied by an independent credentials review agency to 
be comparable to a state licensing board-approved program.

b.	Has completed a supervised clinical practicum experience from an accredited 
educational institution or its cooperating programs as required by the board.

c.	Has successfully passed a national examination approved by the Commission.

d.	Holds an active, unencumbered license.

e.	Has not been convicted or found guilty, and has not entered an agreed disposition, of 
a felony related to the practice of audiology, under applicable state or federal criminal 
law.

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 a61cc121…749db9



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  9 0 - 3 1 2 . 3

f.	Has a valid United States social security or National Practitioner Identif�ication 
number.

(2) For a speech-language pathologist:

a.	Must meet one of the following educational requirements:

1.	Has graduated with a master's degree from a speech-language pathology program 
that is accredited by an organization recognized by the United States Department of 
Education and operated by a college or university accredited by a regional or national 
accrediting organization recognized by the board.

2.	Has graduated from a speech-language pathology program that is housed in an 
institution of higher education outside of the United States (i) for which the program 
and institution have been approved by the authorized accrediting body in the 
applicable country and (ii) the degree program has been verif�ied by an independent 
credentials review agency to be comparable to a state licensing board-approved 
program.

b.	Has completed a supervised clinical practicum experience from an educational 
institution or its cooperating programs as required by the Commission.

c.	Has completed a supervised postgraduate professional experience as required by the 
Commission.

d.	Has successfully passed a national examination approved by the Commission.

e.	Holds an active, unencumbered license.

f.	Has not been convicted or found guilty, and has not entered an agreed disposition, of 
a felony related to the practice of speech-language pathology, under applicable state 
or federal criminal law.

g.	Has a valid United States social security or National Practitioner Identif�ication 
number.

(3) The privilege to practice is derived from the home state license.
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(4) An audiologist or speech-language pathologist practicing in a member state 
must comply with the state practice laws of the state in which the client 
is located at the time service is provided. The practice of audiology and 
speech-language pathology shall include all audiology and speech-language 
pathology practice as def�ined by the state practice laws of the member state 
in which the client is located. The practice of audiology and speech-language 
pathology in a member state under a privilege to practice shall subject an 
audiologist or speech-language pathologist to the jurisdiction of the licensing 
board, the courts, and the laws of the member state in which the client is located 
at the time service is provided.

(5) Individuals not residing in a member state shall continue to be able to 
apply for a member state's single-state license as provided under the laws 
of each member state. However, the single-state license granted to these 
individuals shall not be recognized as granting the privilege to practice 
audiology or speech-language pathology in any other member state. Nothing 
in this Compact shall af�fect the requirements established by a member state 
for the issuance of a single-state license.

(6) Member states may charge a fee for granting a compact privilege.

(7) Member states must comply with the bylaws and rules and regulations of the 
Commission.  (2020-87, s. 3.)
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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