NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 90-294

CHAPTER 90

ARTICLE 22 - LICENSURE ACT FOR SPEECH AND LANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS AND AUDIOLOGISTS

N.C.G.S. § 90-294.

License required; Article not applicable to
certain activities.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026,03:30 UTC ~ 013e20ffbb1d84489290cda7 -
K . S.L. 2023-129, s. 12.1(c) — 5ch235a75aeb147e1ea0668f -
Carolina, as published by the . .
tenth act in the lineage f0d10ed7c9c73ffc
General Assembly
§90-294(a) Licensure shall be granted in either speech and language pathology or audiology

independently. A person may be licensed in both areas if qualified in both areas.

§ 90-294(b) No person may practice or hold himself or herself out as being able to practice speech
and language pathology or audiology in this State unless the person holds a current,
unsuspended, unrevoked license issued by the Board or is registered with the Board as
an assistant. The license required by this section shall be kept conspicuously posted in
the person's office or place of business at all times. Nothing in this Article, however,
shall be construed to prevent a qualified person licensed in this State under any other

law from engaging in the profession or occupation for which such person is licensed.

§ 90-294(c) Repealed by Session Laws 2013-410, s. 47.7(a), effective August 23, 2013.
§90-294(c1) The provisions of this Article do not apply to:
(1) The activities, services, and use of an official title by a person employed

by an agency of the federal government and solely in connection with such

employment.

(1) The selling of over-the-counter hearing aids, as defined in this Article.
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§ 90-294(d)

§90-294(e)

§ 90-294(f)

§90-294(g)

§ 90-294(h)

§ 90-294(i)

§ 90-294(j)

(2) The activities and services of a student or trainee in speech and language
pathology or audiology pursuing a course of study in an accredited college or
university, or working in a training center program approved by the Board, if
these activities and services constitute a part of the person's course of study and
that student or trainee is not registered with the Board as an assistant under
G.S. 90-298.1.

(3) The fitting and selling of hearing aids by individuals licensed under Chapter
93D of the General Statutes.

Nothing in this Article shall apply to a physician licensed to practice medicine, or to
any person employed by a physician licensed to practice medicine in the course of the

physician's practice of medicine.
Repealed by Session Laws 2023-129, s. 12.1(c), effective January 1, 2024.

The provisions of this Article do not apply to registered nurses and licensed practical
nurses or other certified technicians trained to perform audiometric screening tests
and whose work is under the supervision of a physician, consulting physician, or
licensed audiologist, unless he or she is registered with the Board as an assistant under
G.S. 90-298.1.

The provisions of this Article do not apply to persons who are now or may become
engaged in counseling or instructing laryngectomees in the methods, techniques or

problems of learning to speak again.

No license under this Article is required for persons originally employed by any agency
of State government between October 1, 1975, and July 1, 1977, for the practice of
speech and language pathology or audiology within and during the course and scope

of employment with such agency.

Nothing in this Article shall apply to a licensed physical therapy or occupational
therapy practitioner providing evaluation and treatment of swallowing disorders,
cognitive-communication deficits, and balance functions within the context of his or

her licensed practice.

The provisions of this Article do not apply to the selling of over-the-counter hearing

aids as defined in G.S. 90-293. The sale of an over-the-counter hearing aid is solely a
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END OF SECTION TEXT
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financial transaction and without additional services does not constitute treatment by

an audiologist.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1 1 1 1 | 1 1 1 1
1975 1999 2023

TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o1 1975 . 773, 5.1 ENACTED
02 1977 €.692,5.3 AMENDED
03 1981 €.572,85.1,2 AMENDED
o4 1987 C. 665,s.2 AMENDED
08 1989 c.770,5.17 AMENDED
06 1989 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 688, s. 1 AMENDED
&4 1997 S.L. 1997-443, 5. 11A.118(a) AMENDED
08 2007 S.L. 2007-436, ss. 2, 3(a), 3(b) AMENDED
09 2013 S.L. 2013-410, s. 47.7(a), (b) AMENDED
i 2023 S.L. 2023-129, s. 12.1(c) AMENDED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S.90-298.1 (1) "the Board as an assistant under"

G.S. 90-293 0 "over-the-counter hearing aids as defined in"
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APPARATUS 11l

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-294 (2023).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-294(a) (2023).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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(1975, ¢. 773, s. 1; 1977, ¢. 692, s. 3; 1981, c. 572, ss. 1, 2; 1987, c. 665, s. 2; 1989, c. 770, s. 17; 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 688,
s. 1; 1997-443, s. 11A.118(a); 2007-436, ss. 2, 3(a), 3(b); 2013-410, s. 47.7(a), (b); 2023-129, s. 12.1(c).)

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO !
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 013e20ff...c73ffc




