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CHAPTER 90

— d

ARTICLE 13F - CREMATIONS AND ALKALINE HYDROLYSIS

N.C.G.S. §90-210.136.

Hydrolysis of human remains.
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No person, cemetery, funeral establishment, corporation, partnership, joint venture,
voluntary organization, or other entity shall hydrolyze human remains without f -
irst obtaining a license from the Board. Only funeral establishments holding a valid
establishment permit pursuant to G.S. 90-210.25(d) shall be eligible to be a hydrolysis
licensee. An application for a license under this subsection shall be made on forms

furnished and prescribed by the Board.

Except as otherwise provided by this section, a license for the hydrolysis of human
remains shall comply with all provisions of this Article, including G.S. 90-210.127 and
G.S.90-210.130, and be subject to the same fees as for the licensing of crematories
under this Article. The hydrolysis of human remains shall be conducted in compliance
with all requirements for cremation, and the licensee shall pay the same fees for

monthly reports for each hydrolysis as crematories under this Article.

Alkaline hydrolysis shall not be performed except on the physical premises of a funeral

establishment holding a valid establishment permit pursuant to G.S. 90-210.25(d).

The Board shall have the same powers to regulate, enforce, discipline, and inspect
hydrolysis licensees and the practice of hydrolysis that have been granted under this
Article for the regulation, enforcement, discipline, and inspection of crematories and

the practice of cremation.

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 9d730eb7...6¢c2975



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 90-210.136

§90-210.136(e)

§90-210.136(f)

§ 90-210.136(g)

§90-210.136(h)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS II
4 AUTHORITIES

Any solid remains or residue remaining after hydrolysis shall be treated and disposed
of as cremated remains under this Article. Disposal of liquid waste shall be subject to

all applicable health and environmental laws and regulations.

Human remains shall be hydrolyzed in a hydrolysis container and shall not be required

to be hydrolyzed in a casket.

Unless specified otherwise by the manufacturer of the equipment used for hydrolysis,
human remains may be hydrolyzed without first removing a pacemaker or def -
ibrillator. Any other potentially hazardous implanted device or material shall be
handled in accordance with G.S. 90-210.129(d).

The Board shall promulgate rules necessary to effectuate the licensing of alkaline
hydrolysis. (2018-78, s. 20; 2019-207, s. 1(g); 2025-76, ss. 1.1(a), 1.15.)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 90-210.25(d) (b) "a valid establishment permit pursuant to"
G.S.90-210.127 (© "all provisions of this Article, including"
G.S. 90-210.130 © "this Article, including G.S. 90-210.127 and"
G.S. 90-210.129(d) (@) "shall be handled in accordance with"
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-210.136 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-210.136(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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