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§ 90-21.20(a) Such cases of wounds, injuries or illnesses as are enumerated in subsection (b) shall 
be reported as soon as it becomes practicable before, during or after completion of 
treatment of a person suf�fering such wounds, injuries, or illnesses. If such case is 
treated in a hospital, sanitarium or other medical institution or facility, such report 
shall be made by the Director, Administrator, or other person designated by the 
Director or Administrator, or if such case is treated elsewhere, such report shall be 
made by the physician or surgeon treating the case, to the chief of police or the police 
authorities of the city or town of this State in which the hospital or other institution, or 
place of treatment is located. If such hospital or other institution or place of treatment 
is located outside the corporate limits of a city or town, then the report shall be made 
by the proper person in the manner set forth above to the sherif�f of the respective 
county or to one of his deputies.

§ 90-21.20(b) Cases of wounds, injuries or illnesses which shall be reported by physicians, and 
hospitals include every case of a bullet wound, gunshot wound, powder burn or any 
other injury arising from or caused by, or appearing to arise from or be caused by, the 
discharge of a gun or f�irearm, every case of illness apparently caused by poisoning, 
every case of a wound or injury caused, or apparently caused, by a knife or sharp or 
pointed instrument if it appears to the physician or surgeon treating the case that a 
criminal act was involved, and every case of a wound, injury or illness in which there 
is grave bodily harm or grave illness if it appears to the physician or surgeon treating 
the case that the wound, injury or illness resulted from a criminal act of violence.
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§ 90-21.20(c) Each report made pursuant to subsections (a) and (b) above shall state the name of the 
wounded, ill or injured person, if known, and the age, sex, race, residence or present 
location, if known, and the character and extent of his injuries.

§ 90-21.20(c1) In addition to the reporting requirements of subsection (b) of this section, cases 
involving recurrent illness or serious physical injury to any child under the age of 18 
years where the illness or injury appears, in the physician's professional judgment, 
to be the result of non-accidental trauma shall be reported by the physician as soon 
as it becomes practicable before, during, or after completion of treatment. If the 
case is treated in a hospital, sanitarium, or other medical institution or facility, the 
report shall be made by the Director, Administrator, or other person designated by 
the Director or Administrator of the medical institution or facility, or if the case is 
treated elsewhere, the report shall be made by the physician or surgeon treating the 
case to the chief of police or the police authorities of the city or town in this State in 
which the hospital or other institution or place of treatment is located. If the hospital 
or other institution or place of treatment is located outside the corporate limits of a 
city or town, then the report shall be made by the proper person in the manner set forth 
above to the sherif�f of the respective county or to one of the sherif�f's deputies. This 
reporting requirement is in addition to the duty set forth in G.S. 7B-301 to report child 
abuse, neglect, dependence, or the death of any juvenile as the result of maltreatment 
to the director of the department of social services in the county where the juvenile 
resides or is found.

§ 90-21.20(d) Any hospital, sanitarium, or other like institution or Director, Administrator, or other 
designated person, or physician or surgeon participating in good faith in the making 
of a report pursuant to this section shall have immunity from any liability, civil or 
criminal, that might otherwise be incurred or imposed as the result of the making of 
such report.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

4  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1971 1990 2008

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T
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№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1971 c. 4 E N A C T E D

02 1977 c. 31 A M E N D E D

03 1977 c. 843, s. 2 A M E N D E D

04 2008 S.L. 2008-179, s. 1 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 7B-301 (c1) "to the duty set forth in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-21.20 (2008).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-21.20(a) (2008).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1971, c. 4; 1977, c. 31; c. 843, s. 2; 2008-179, s. 1.)
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