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CHAPTER 90

e d

ARTICLE 1B - MEDICAL MALPRACTICE ACTIONS

N.C.G.S. §90-21.14.

First aid or emergency treatment; liability
limitation.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 04:55 UTC c5d0fcc8el3c279240256911 -
. . S.L.2014-120, s. 18 — tenth act 4aeeal7c615783d02a52994d -
Carolina, as published by the . )
in the lineage 0d96c5bdac07bf85s

General Assembly

§90-21.14(a)

§90-21.14(al)

§90-21.14(b)

Any person, including a volunteer medical or health care provider at a facility of a local
health department as defined in G.S. 130A-2 or at a nonprofit community health center
or a volunteer member of a rescue squad, who voluntarily and without expectation of
compensation renders first aid or emergency health care treatment to a person who is

unconscious, ill or injured,

(1) When the reasonably apparent circumstances require prompt decisions and

actions in medical or other health care, and

(2) When the necessity of immediate health care treatment is so reasonably
apparent that any delay in the rendering of the treatment would seriously

worsen the physical condition or endanger the life of the person,

shall not be liable for damages for injuries alleged to have been sustained by the
person or for damages for the death of the person alleged to have occurred by reason
of an act or omission in the rendering of the treatment unless it is established that
the injuries were or the death was caused by gross negligence, wanton conduct
or intentional wrongdoing on the part of the person rendering the treatment. The
immunity conferred in this section also applies to any person who uses an automated

external defibrillator (AED) and otherwise meets the requirements of this section.

Recodified as G.S. 90-21.16 by Session Laws 2001-230, s. 1(a), effective October 1, 2001.
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§90-21.14(c)

END OF SECTION TEXT
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10 ACTS
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3 AUTHORITIES

Nothing in this section shall be deemed or construed to relieve any person from
liability for damages for injury or death caused by an act or omission on the part of
such person while rendering health care services in the normal and ordinary course
of his business or profession. Services provided by a volunteer health care provider
who receives no compensation for his services and who renders first aid or emergency
treatment to members of athletic teams are deemed not to be in the normal and

ordinary course of the volunteer health care provider's business or profession.
In the event of any conflict between the provisions of this section and those of G.S.

20-166(d), the provisions of G.S. 20-166(d) shall control and continue in full force and
effect.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1975 1995 2014
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
L 1975 2nd Sess., c. 977, 5. 4 ENACTED
02 1985 c.611,s.2 AMENDED
03 1989 cc. 498, 655 AMENDED
04 1991 c.655,5.1 AMENDED
05 1993 c.439,s5.1 AMENDED
06 1995 c.85,s.1 AMENDED
o7 2000 S.L. 2000-5, 5. 4 AMENDED
b 2001 S.L. 2001-230, ss. 1(a), 2 AMENDED
L 2009 S.L. 2009-424, 5. 1 AMENDED
& 2014 S.L.2014-120, 5. 18 AMENDED

Authorities referenced
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Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 130A-2 @ "local health department as defined in"

G.8.90-21.16 (a1) "Recodified as"

G.S. 20-166(d) © "of this section and those of "
APPARATUS 111 S e

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-21.14 (2014).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-21.14(a) (2014).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1975, 2nd Sess., c. 977, s. 4; 1985, c. 611, s. 2; 1989, cc. 498, 655; 1991, c. 655, s. 1; 1993, c. 439, s. 1; 1995, c. 85, s. 1; 2000-5,
s. 4; 2001-230, ss. 1(a), 2; 2009-424, s. 1; 2014-120, s. 18.)
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