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CHAPTER 90
ARTICLE 1A - TREATMENT OF MINORS

N.C.G.S. §90-21.1.

When physician may treat minor without
consent of parent, guardian or person in
loco parentis.
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TEXT

General Statutes of North . 21 September 2026, 03:37 UTC ©1979280e3c93d810d84d2aa -
c. 625,s.1— second act in the 9088a6b584489a8f9edbales -

Carolina, as published by the ]
lineage 8adf9a0dd2fdfb38
General Assembly

It shall be lawful for any physician licensed to practice medicine in North Carolina to render treatment to
any minor without first obtaining the consent and approval of either the father or mother of said child, or

any person acting as guardian, or any person standing in loco parentis to said child where:

The parent or parents, the guardian, or a person standing in loco parentis to said child cannot be located or
contacted with reasonable diligence during the time within which said minor needs to receive the treatment

herein authorized, or

Where the identity of the child is unknown, or where the necessity for immediate treatment is so apparent
that any effort to secure approval would delay the treatment so long as to endanger the life of said minor,

or

Where an effort to contact a parent, guardian, or person standing in loco parentis would result in a delay

that would seriously worsen the physical condition of said minor, or

Where the parents refuse to consent to a procedure, and the necessity for immediate treatment is so
apparent that the delay required to obtain a court order would endanger the life or seriously worsen the
physical condition of the child. No treatment shall be administered to a child over the parent's objection
as herein authorized unless the physician shall first obtain the opinion of another physician licensed to
practice medicine in the State of North Carolina that such procedure is necessary to prevent immediate

harm to the child.

Provided, however, that the refusal of a physician to use, perform or render treatment to a minor without the

consent of the minor's parent, guardian, or person standing in the position of loco parentis, in accordance
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with this Article, shall not constitute grounds for a civil action or criminal proceedings against such

physician.
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-21.1 (1977).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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