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§ 90-181.1(a) In order to accurately inform the public of the levels of service of�fered, a veterinary 
facility shall use in its name one of the descriptive terms def�ined in subsection (b) of 
this section. The name of a veterinary facility shall, at all times, accurately ref�lect the 
level of service being of�fered to the public. If a veterinary facility or practice of�fers 
on-call emergency service, that service must be as that term is def�ined in subsection 
(b) of this section.

§ 90-181.1(b) The following def�initions are applicable to this section:

(1) Animal health center or animal medical center. - A veterinary facility in which 
consultative, clinical, and hospital services are rendered and in which a large 
staf�f of basic and applied veterinary scientists perform signif�icant research and 
conduct advanced professional educational programs.

(1a) Boarding kennel. - A facility operating under a veterinary facility permit and 
which regularly of�fers to the public the service of boarding dogs or cats or both 
for a fee. Such a facility or establishment may, in addition to providing shelter, 
food, and water, of�fer grooming or other services for dogs and/or cats.
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(2) Emergency facility. - A veterinary medical facility whose primary function 
is the receiving, treatment, and monitoring of emergency patients during its 
specif�ied hours of operation. At this veterinary facility a veterinarian is in 
attendance at all hours of operation and suf�f�icient staf�f is available to provide 
timely and appropriate emergency care. An emergency facility may be an 
independent veterinary medical after-hours facility, an independent veterinary 
medical 24-hour facility, or part of a full-service hospital or large teaching 
institution.

(3) Mobile facility. - A veterinary practice conducted from a vehicle with special 
medical or surgical facilities or from a vehicle suitable only for making house 
or farm calls; provided, the veterinary medical practice shall have a permanent 
base of operation with a published address and telephone facilities for making 
appointments or responding to emergency situations.

(4) Of�f�ice. - A veterinary facility where a limited or consultative practice is 
conducted and which provides no facilities for the housing of patients.

(5) On-call emergency service. - A veterinary medical service at a facility, including 
a mobile facility, where veterinarians and staf�f are not on the premises during 
all hours of operation or where veterinarians leave after a patient is treated. 
A veterinarian shall be available to be reached by telephone for after-hours 
emergencies.

(6) Veterinary clinic or animal clinic. - A veterinary facility in which the practice 
conducted is essentially an out-patient practice.

(7) Veterinary hospital or animal hospital. - A veterinary facility in which the 
practice conducted includes the conf�inement as well as the treatment of 
patients.

§ 90-181.1(c) If a veterinary facility uses as its name the name of the veterinarian or veterinarians 
owning or operating the facility, the name of the veterinary facility shall also include a 
descriptive term from those listed in subsection (b) of this section to disclose the level 
of service being of�fered.

§ 90-181.1(d) Those facilities existing and approved by the Board as of December 31, 1993, may 
continue to use their approved name or designation until there is a partial or total 
change of ownership of the facility, at which time the name of the veterinary facility 
shall be changed, as necessary, to comply with this section.
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3  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1993 2008 2023

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1993 c. 500, s. 2 E N A C T E D

02 2019 S.L. 2019-170, s. 5(a) A M E N D E D

03 2023 S.L. 2023-63, s. 4(c) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-181.1 (2023).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-181.1(a) (2023).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1993, c. 500, s. 2; 2019-170, s. 5(a); 2023-63, s. 4(c).)
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