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CHAPTER 90
ARTICLE 6 - OPTOMETRY

N.C.G.S. §90-116.

Board of Examiners in Optometry.
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In order to properly regulate the practice of optometry, there is established a North Carolina State Board
of Examiners in Optometry, which shall consist of five regularly graduated optometrists who have been
engaged in the practice of optometry in this State for at least five years and two members to represent the

public at large.

No public member shall at any time be a health care provider, be related to or be the spouse of a health care
provider, or have any pecuniary interest in the profitability of a health care provider. For purposes of this
section, the term "health care provider" shall have the same meaning as provided in G.S. 58-47-5(4). The

Governor shall appoint the two public members not later than July 1, 1981.

The optometric members of the Board shall be appointed by the Governor from a list provided by the North
Carolina State Optometric Society. For each vacancy, the society must submit at least three names to the
Governor. The society shall establish procedures for the nomination and election of optometrist members
of the Board. These procedures shall be adopted under the rulemaking procedures described in Article 2A,
Chapter 150B of the General Statutes, and notice of the proposed procedures shall be given to all licensed
optometrists residing in North Carolina. Such procedures shall not conflict with the provisions of this
section. Every optometrist with a current North Carolina license residing in the State shall be eligible
to vote in all such elections, and the list of licensed optometrists shall constitute the registration list for
elections. Any decision of the society relative to the conduct of such elections may be challenged by civil
action in the Wake County Superior Court. A challenge must be filed not later than 30 days after the society

has rendered the decision in controversy, and all such cases shall be heard de novo.

All Board members serving on June 30, 1981, shall be eligible to complete their respective terms. No member
appointed to a term on or after July 1, 1981, shall serve more than two complete consecutive five-year terms,

except that each member shall serve until his successor is chosen and qualifies.
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The Governor may remove any member for good cause shown. Any vacancy in the optometrist membership

of the Board shall be filled for the period of the unexpired term by the Governor from a list of at least three

names submitted by the North Carolina State Optometric Society Executive Council. Any vacancy in the

public membership of the Board shall be filled by the Governor for the unexpired term.
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Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1909 1967 2025
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
01 1909 c.444,s.3 ENACTED

02 1915 c.21,s.1 AMENDED
03 C.S. s. 6689 RECODIFIED
04 1935 c.63 AMENDED
0% 1981 c.496,s.1 AMENDED
o6 1987 c.827,s.1 AMENDED
07 2000 S.L. 2000-189, s. 5 AMENDED
R 2025 S.L. 2025-25, s. 29(6) AMENDED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 58-47 "the same meaning as provided in"
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-116 (2025).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
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