
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  9 0 - 1 1 3 . 2 2

C H A P T E R  9 0
A R T I C L E  5 B  -  D R U G  PA R A P H E R N A L I A

N.C.G.S. § 90-113.22.

Possession of drug paraphernalia.
S O U R C E

General Statutes of North 
Carolina, as published by the 
General Assembly

L A S T  A M E N D M E N T  I N  T H I S  
T E X T

S.L. 2019-159, s. 2.1 — seventh 
act in the lineage

R E T R I E V E D

21 September 2026, 06:15 UTC
S O U R C E  F I N G E R P R I N T

98408e9e�f0d3b0fa�1826133c�-

c1eb9170�b5b39750�d281460c�-

213070ac�c6a970d7�

§ 90-113.22(a) It is unlawful for any person to knowingly use, or to possess with intent to use, drug 
paraphernalia to plant, propagate, cultivate, grow, harvest, manufacture, compound, 
convert, produce, process, prepare, test, analyze, package, repackage, store, contain, 
or conceal a controlled substance other than marijuana which it would be unlawful to 
possess, or to inject, ingest, inhale, or otherwise introduce into the body a controlled 
substance other than marijuana which it would be unlawful to possess.

§ 90-113.22(b) Violation of this section is a Class 1 misdemeanor.

§ 90-113.22(c) Prior to searching a person, a person's premises, or a person's vehicle, an of�f�icer may 
ask the person whether the person is in possession of a hypodermic needle or other 
sharp object that may cut or puncture the of�f�icer or whether such a hypodermic needle 
or other sharp object is on the premises or in the vehicle to be searched. If there is a 
hypodermic needle or other sharp object on the person, on the person's premises, or in 
the person's vehicle and the person alerts the of�f�icer of that fact prior to the search, the 
person shall not be charged with or prosecuted for possession of drug paraphernalia 
for the needle or sharp object, or for residual amounts of a controlled substance 
contained in the needle or sharp object. The exemption under this subsection does 
not apply to any other drug paraphernalia that may be present and found during the 
search. For purposes of this subsection, the term "of�f�icer" includes "criminal justice 
of�f�icers" as def�ined in G.S. 17C-2(3) and a "justice of�f�icer" as def�ined in G.S. 17E-2(3).

§ 90-113.22(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, it is not unlawful 
for (i) a person who introduces a controlled substance into his or her body, or 
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intends to introduce a controlled substance into his or her body, to knowingly use, 
or to possess with intent to use, testing equipment for identifying or analyzing the 
strength, ef�fectiveness, or purity of that controlled substance or (ii) a governmental or 
nongovernmental organization that promotes scientif�ically proven ways of mitigating 
health risks associated with drug use and other high-risk behaviors to possess such 
testing equipment or distribute such testing equipment to a person who intends to 
introduce a controlled substance into his or her body.
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7  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1981 2000 2019
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№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1981 c. 500, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1993 c. 539, s. 624 A M E N D E D

03 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c) A M E N D E D

04 2013 S.L. 2013-147, s. 1 A M E N D E D

05 2014 S.L. 2014-119, s. 3(a) A M E N D E D

06 2015 S.L. 2015-284, s. 2 A M E N D E D

07 2019 S.L. 2019-159, s. 2.1 A M E N D E D
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2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 17C-2(3) (c) ""criminal justice of�f�icers" as def�ined in"

G.S. 17E-2(3) (c) "a "justice of�f�icer" as def�ined in"
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A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-113.22 (2019).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-113.22(a) (2019).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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