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CHAPTER 87
ARTICLE 7A - WELL CONTRACTORS CERTIFICATION

N.C.G.S. §87-98.4.

Well contractor certification required;
exemptions.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North ) 21 September 2026, 02:05 UTC 06753986f553f0c6271f9cdO -
~ - No amendment history on 9ad98d51f17b3ecca8d69351 -
Carolina, as published by the
record B4chcb5efcbde3af
General Assembly
§87-98.4(a) Certification Required. - No person shall perform, manage, or supervise any well

contractor activity without being certified under this Article. A person who is not a
certified well contractor or who is not employed by a certified well contractor shall
not offer to perform any well contractor activity unless the person utilizes a certified
well contractor to perform the well contractor activity and, prior to the performance
of the well contractor activity, the person discloses to the landowner in writing the
name of the certified well contractor who will perform the well contractor activity,
the certification number of the well contractor, and the name of the company that

employs the certified well contractor.

§ 87-98.4(b) Exempt persons and activities. - This Article does not apply to any of the following

persons or activities:

(1) A person who is employed by, or performs labor or services for, a certified
well contractor in connection with well contractor activity performed under

the personal supervision of the certified well contractor.

(2) A person who constructs, repairs, or abandons a well that is located on land

owned or leased by that person.

(3) A person who is employed by a government agency and who performs
well contractor activity solely within the scope of the person's government

employment.
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(4)

A person who is licensed as a professional engineer under Chapter 89C of the
General Statutes, a geologist under Chapter 89E of the General Statutes, or a

soil scientist under Chapter 89F of the General Statutes who uses a hand auger
to collect soil or water samples or to measure water levels. This exemption does

not include the construction of a monitoring well.

Construction, repair, or abandonment of a well used for a temporary
dewatering activity that is associated with, and necessary to complete
construction of, a utility distribution or collection system, a building or other

structure, or a transportation system, if all of the following conditions are met:

a.The dewatering well is constructed solely for the purpose of removing water from

or lowering the water table in the immediate area of the construction activity.

b.The dewatering well is located within 25 feet of the excavation and is not greater

than 25 feet deeper than the excavation.

c.The dewatering well is abandoned in accordance with rules governing the

abandonment of wells adopted by the Environmental Management Commission

pursuant to G.S. 87-87 within 30 days of installation of the well or within 10 days of

completion of the project, whichever is later.

(6)

(12)

Construction, repair, or abandonment of a well used for a temporary
dewatering activity that is associated with the construction of a borrow pit if
the dewatering activity is located within 15 feet of the proposed perimeter of

the borrow pit.
Exploratory drilling for mining-related investigations.

Installation of a water level observation well on property for which a mining
permit has been issued under the Mining Act of 1971, Article 7 of Chapter 74
of the General Statutes.

Drilling of a blast hole.
Installation of a cathodic protection anode.

Installation of a wetland monitoring gauge at a depth of eight feet or less for

the purpose of monitoring fluctuations in the water table.

Installation of a caisson, piling, or structural pier.

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 06753986...bde3af



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 87-98.4

§ 87-98.4(c)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS Il
2 AUTHORITIES

(13) A person who is licensed as a plumbing contractor under Article 2 of Chapter
87 of the General Statutes who installs pumps or pumping equipment; installs,
breaks, or reinstalls a well seal in accordance with G.S. 87-85(6); or disinfects
awell incident to the installation, alteration, or replacement of pumps or
pumping equipment within or near a well. However, the plumbing contractor
shall maintain documentation of having attended a continuing education
course that covered well seal installation, protection, and sanitation within
the last two years prior to the work being performed. The State Board of
Examiners of Plumbing, Heating and Fire Sprinkler Contractors shall ensure
that continuing education courses covering well seal installation, protection,
and sanitation are available to licensed plumbing contractors during each
six-month continuing education course schedule. The licensed plumbing
contractor shall remain on-site while the work is being performed until the

well is disinfected and sealed.

(1% Construction, repair, or abandonment of a well used for the exploration or

development of oil or gas.

Additional Exemptions. - In addition to the exemptions set out in subsection (b) of
this section, the Commission may exempt by rule a geophysical activity, construction
activity, or other well contractor activity from the requirements of this Article if the
Commission finds that the activity has a negligible impact on the environment; public
health, safety, and welfare; and the groundwater resources of the State. (1997-358, s.
2; 1998-129, s. 1; 2001-440, s. 1.1; 2005-386, s. 9; 2009-418, s. 1; 2014-4, s. 16.)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 87-87 (b) "the Environmental Management Commission pursuant to"”
G.S. 87-85(6) (b)(13) "a well seal in accordance with"
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APPARATUS 11l

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 87-98.4 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 87-98.4(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO !
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 06753986...bde3af




