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Except as otherwise permitted by law, it shall be unlawful for any person or association of persons, 
except active members of the Bar of the State of North Carolina admitted and licensed to practice as 
attorneys-at-law, to appear as attorney or counselor at law in any action or proceeding before any judicial 
body, including the North Carolina Industrial Commission, or the Utilities Commission; to maintain, 
conduct, or defend the same, except in his own behalf as a party thereto; or, by word, sign, letter, or 
advertisement, to hold out himself, or themselves, as competent or qualif�ied to give legal advice or counsel, 
or to prepare legal documents, or as being engaged in advising or counseling in law or acting as attorney 
or counselor-at-law, or in furnishing the services of a lawyer or lawyers; and it shall be unlawful for any 
person or association of persons except active members of the Bar, for or without a fee or consideration, 
to give legal advice or counsel, perform for or furnish to another legal services, or to prepare directly or 
through another for another person, f�irm or corporation, any will or testamentary disposition, or instrument 
of trust, or to organize corporations or prepare for another person, f�irm or corporation, any other legal 
document. Provided, that nothing herein shall prohibit any person from drawing a will for another in 
an emergency wherein the imminence of death leaves insuf�f�icient time to have the same drawn and its 
execution supervised by a licensed attorney-at-law. The provisions of this section shall be in addition to 
and not in lieu of any other provisions of this Chapter. Provided, however, this section shall not apply to 
corporations authorized to practice law under the provisions of Chapter 55B of the General Statutes of 
North Carolina.
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The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1931 1963 1995

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1931 c. 157, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1937 c. 155, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 1955 c. 526, s. 1 A M E N D E D

04 1969 c. 718, s. 19 A M E N D E D

05 1981 c. 762, s. 3 A M E N D E D

06 1995 c. 431, s. 4 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 84-4 (1995).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1931, c. 157, s. 1; 1937, c. 155, s. 1; 1955, c. 526, s. 1; 1969, c. 718, s. 19; 1981, c. 762, s. 3; 1995, c. 431, s. 4.)

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  L A W  —  S TAT U T E  E X P O R T ,  F O R M AT  V 1

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 d461356f…c0d715


