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When used in this Chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

Architect. - A person who is duly licensed to practice architecture.

Architect Emeritus. - A person who has been duly licensed as an architect by the Board and who chooses 
to relinquish or not to renew a license to practice architecture and who applies to and is approved by the 
Board after review of record, including any disciplinary action, to be granted the use of the honorif�ic title 
"Architect Emeritus."

Architectural f�irm. - A professional corporation certif�ied by the Board as meeting the requirements under 
this Chapter for registration for the practice of architecture.

Board. - The North Carolina Board of Architecture and Registered Interior Designers.

CIDQ. - The Council for Interior Design Qualif�ication.

Firm certif�icate. - A certif�icate of f�irm registration issued by the Board recognizing the f�irm named in the 
certif�icate as meeting the requirements for the f�irm practice of architecture or interior design.

Firm practice of architecture. - "Practice of architecture," as def�ined in G.S. 83A-1(7) by a f�irm which is 
organized or domesticated in this State, and which holds a current "f�irm certif�icate" from this Board.

Firm practice of interior design. - "Practice of interior design" as def�ined in subdivision (8) of this section by 
a registered interior design f�irm organized or domesticated in this State that holds a current f�irm certif�icate 
from this Board.

Good moral character. - Character as tends to assure the faithful discharge of the f�iduciary duties of an 
architect or registered interior designer to his or her client. Evidence of lack of such character shall include 
the willful commission of an of�fense justifying discipline under this Chapter, the practice of architecture 
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in violation of this Chapter, the practice of interior design in violation of this Chapter, or of the laws of 
another jurisdiction, or the conviction of a felony.

Interior design. - Includes, but is not limited to, the preparation of ref�lected ceiling plans, space planning, 
creation or alteration of paths of egress, occupancy calculations, provided no increases in occupancy or 
number of exits is required, selection of furnishings, and the fabrication of nonstructural elements within 
and surrounding interior spaces of buildings. The term "interior design" specif�ically excludes the following:

a.	The design of or the responsibility for architectural and engineering work, except as explicitly provided 
for within this Chapter.

b.	Altering or af�fecting the structural system of a building.

c.	Changing the means of access system.

d.	Changing the building's live or dead load on the structural system.

e.	Changes of use to occupancies not already allowed by the current building.

f.	Changes to life safety plans, including exiting and exit stairs.

License. - A certif�icate of registration issued by the Board recognizing the individual or f�irm named in the 
certif�icate as meeting the requirements for registration under this Chapter.

Nonstructural element. - An element of a building or structure which does not require structural bracing 
and is not one or more of the following:

a.	Load-bearing wall.

b.	Load-bearing column.

c.	Beam.

d.	Truss.

e.	Lateral force-resisting component.

f.	Any other load-bearing element of a building or structure which is essential to the structural integrity of 
the building.

Practice of architecture. - Performing or of�fering to perform or holding oneself out as legally qualif�ied 
to perform professional services in connection with the design, construction, enlargement or alteration 
of buildings, including consultations, investigations, evaluations, preliminary studies, the preparation of 
plans, specif�ications and contract documents, administration of construction contracts and related services 
or combination of services in connection with the design and construction of buildings, regardless of 
whether these services are performed in person or as the directing head of an of�f�ice or organization.
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Practice of interior design. - The preparation of working drawings and documents relative to interior 
construction, materials, f�inishes, space planning, furnishings, f�ixtures, and equipment as def�ined in 
subdivision (5a) of this section. Except as provided herein, interior design services do not include services 
that constitute the practice of architecture as def�ined in this Chapter or the practice of engineering as 
def�ined in G.S. 89C-3.

Ref�lected ceiling plan. - A ceiling design plan which is laid out as if it were projected downward and which 
may include lighting and other elements.

Registered interior design f�irm. - A business corporation certif�ied by the Board as meeting the requirements 
for registration under this Chapter for the practice of interior design.

Registered interior designer. - A person who is duly registered and who is qualif�ied by education, 
experience, and examination to engage in the practice of interior design as authorized by the Board. A 
registered interior designer shall possess the authority to sign and seal interior technical submissions 
covering the scope of the practice of interior design and shall have the authority to submit construction 
documents where the registered interior designer is the contract holder and Designer of Record to a State or 
local government entity for the purpose of obtaining requisite permits for an interior construction project. 
A registered interior designer may only sign and seal interior technical submissions within the scope of the 
practice of interior design def�ined by this Chapter.

Registration. - A certif�icate of registration issued by the Board recognizing the individual or f�irm named 
in the certif�icate as meeting the requirements for registration under this Chapter.

Space planning. - The analysis, programming, or design of spatial requirements, including preliminary 
space layouts and f�inal planning.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

7  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1915 1968 2021
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1915 c. 270, s. 9 E N A C T E D

02 C.S. s. 4985 R E C O D I F I E D
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03 1941 c. 369, s. 3 A M E N D E D

04 1951 c. 1130, s. 1 A M E N D E D

05 1957 c. 794, ss. 1, 2 A M E N D E D

06 1979 c. 871, s. 1 A M E N D E D

07 2021 S.L. 2021-81, s. 1 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 83A-1(7) (null)(4) ""Practice of architecture," as def�ined in"

G.S. 89C-3 (null)(8) "practice of engineering as def�ined in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 83A-1 (2021).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1915, c. 270, s. 9; C.S., s. 4985; 1941, c. 369, s. 3; 1951, c. 1130, s. 1; 1957, c. 794, ss. 1, 2; 1979, c. 871, s. 1; 2021-81, s. 1.)
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