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It shall be unlawful to make for sale or sell or of�fer to sell or dispose of or have in possession with intent to 
sell or dispose of -

Any article of merchandise made in whole or in part of silver of any alloy of silver, and having marked, 
stamped, branded or engraved or imprinted thereon, or upon any tag, card or label attached thereto, or 
upon any box, package, cover or wrapper in which the article is enclosed, the words "sterling silver" or 
"sterling" or any colorable imitation thereof, unless nine hundred and twenty-f�ive one-thousandths of the 
component parts of the metal appearing or purporting to be silver, of which the article is manufactured, are 
pure silver, subject to the qualif�ications hereinafter set forth:  Provided, that in the case of all such articles 
there shall be allowed a divergence in f�ineness of four one-thousandths parts from the foregoing standard.

Any article of merchandise made in whole or in part of silver or of any alloy of silver, and having marked, 
stamped, branded, engraved or imprinted thereon, or upon any card, tag or label attached thereto, or upon 
any box, package, cover or wrapper in which the article is enclosed, the words "coin" or "coin silver," or 
any colorable imitation thereof, unless nine hundred one-thousandths of the component parts of the metal 
appearing or purporting to be silver, of which the article is manufactured, are pure silver, subject to the 
qualif�ications hereinafter set forth:  Provided, that in the case of all such articles there shall be allowed a 
divergence in f�ineness of four one-thousandths parts from the foregoing standards.

Any article of merchandise made in whole or in part of silver or of any alloy of silver, and having stamped, 
branded, engraved or imprinted thereon, or upon any tag, card or label attached thereto, or upon any box, 
package, cover or wrapper in which the article is enclosed, any mark or word (other than the word "sterling" 
or the word "coin") indicating, or designed to indicate, that the silver or alloy of silver in the article is of a 
greater degree of f�ineness than its actual f�ineness, unless the actual f�ineness is not less by more than four 
one-thousandths parts than the actual f�ineness indicated by the use of such mark or word, subject to the 
qualif�ications hereinafter set forth.
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In any test for ascertaining the f�ineness of the articles mentioned in this section, according to the foregoing 
standards, the part taken for test, analysis or assays shall be a part not containing or having attached thereto 
any solder or alloy of inferior metal used for brazing or uniting the parts of such article.  In addition to 
the foregoing test and standards, the actual f�ineness of the entire quantity of metal purporting to be silver 
contained in any article mentioned in this section, including all solder or alloy of inferior f�ineness used for 
brazing or uniting the parts (all such silver, alloy or solder being assayed as one piece), shall not be less by 
more than ten one-thousandths parts than the f�ineness indicated according to the foregoing standards, by 
the mark employed as above indicated.  Violation of this section is a Class 1 misdemeanor.
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4  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1907 1951 1994

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1907 c. 331, s. 2 E N A C T E D

02 C.S. s. 4013 R E C O D I F I E D

03 1993 c. 539, s. 588 A M E N D E D

04 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 80-41 (1994).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1907, c. 331, s. 2; C.S., s. 4013; 1993, c. 539, s. 588; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)
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