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ARTICLE 7 - DISCOVERY

N.C.G.S. § 7B-700.

Sharing of information; discovery.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 03:31 UTC AP T R o
. . S.L.2009-311, s. 4 — fourth act 77bb4039da137368ce6a7258 -
Carolina, as published by the ) )
in the lineage 81beb5cafe57f886f

General Assembly

§ 7B-700(a)

§ 7B-700(b)

§ 7B-700(c)

§ 7B-700(d)

Sharing of Information. - A department of social services is authorized to share with
any other party information relevant to the subject matter of an action pending under
this Subchapter. However, this subsection does not authorize the disclosure of the
identity of the reporter or any uniquely identifying information that would lead to the
discovery of the reporter's identity in accordance with G.S. 7B-302 or the identity of
any other person where the agency making the information available determines that

the disclosure would be likely to endanger the life or safety of the person.

Local Rules. - The chief district court judge may adopt local rules or enter an
administrative order addressing the sharing of information among parties and the use

of discovery.

Discovery. - Any party may file a motion for discovery. The motion shall contain a
specific description of the information sought and a statement that the requesting
party has made a reasonable effort to obtain the information pursuant to subsections
(a) and (b) of this section or that the information cannot be obtained pursuant to
subsections (a) and (b) of this section. The motion shall be served upon all parties
pursuant to G.S. 1A-1, Rule 5. The motion shall be heard and ruled upon within 10
business days of the filing of the motion. The court may grant, restrict, defer, or deny
the relief requested. Any order shall avoid unnecessary delay of the hearing, establish

expedited deadlines for completion, and conform to G.S. 7B-803.

Protective Order. - Any party served with a motion for discovery may request that the

discovery be denied, restricted, or deferred and shall submit, for in camera inspection,
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the document, information, or materials the party seeks to protect. If the court enters
any order granting relief, copies of the documents, information, or materials submitted

in camera shall be preserved for appellate review in the event of an appeal.

Redisclosure. - Information obtained through discovery or sharing of information
under this section may not be redisclosed if the redisclosure is prohibited by State

or federal law.

Guardian Ad Litem. - Unless provided otherwise by local rules, information or reports
obtained by the guardian ad litem pursuant to G.S. 7B-601 are not subject to disclosure
pursuant to this subsection, except that reports and records shall be shared with all

parties before submission to the court.
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The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1979 1994 2009
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER

01 1979 c.815,s.1 St

02 1998 S.L. 1998-202, s. 6 AUENEE
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Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
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