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CHAPTER 7B
ARTICLE 6 - BASIC RIGHTS

N.C.G.S. § 7B-601.

Appointment and duties of guardian ad
litem.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North . 21 September 2026, 02:50 UTC 2feBe2cavtablealiblszod s
. . S.L.1999-456,s. 60 — ninth act €e3829cal544ab03a3800899 -
Carolina, as published by the . .
in the lineage daceac2080fdc3ce
General Assembly
§7B-601(a) When in a petition a juvenile is alleged to be abused or neglected, the court shall

appoint a guardian ad litem to represent the juvenile. When a juvenile is alleged to
be dependent, the court may appoint a guardian ad litem to represent the juvenile.
The juvenile is a party in all actions under this Subchapter. The guardian ad litem
and attorney advocate have standing to represent the juvenile in all actions under this
Subchapter where they have been appointed. The appointment shall be made pursuant
to the program established by Article 12 of this Chapter unless representation is
otherwise provided pursuant to G.S. 7B-1202 or G.S. 7B-1203. The appointment shall
terminate when the permanent plan has been achieved for the juvenile and approved
by the court. The court may reappoint the guardian ad litem pursuant to a showing
of good cause upon motion of any party, including the guardian ad litem, or of the
court. In every case where a nonattorney is appointed as a guardian ad litem, an
attorney shall be appointed in the case in order to assure protection of the juvenile's
legal rights throughout the proceeding. The duties of the guardian ad litem program
shall be to make an investigation to determine the facts, the needs of the juvenile,
and the available resources within the family and community to meet those needs;
to facilitate, when appropriate, the settlement of disputed issues; to offer evidence
and examine witnesses at adjudication; to explore options with the court at the
dispositional hearing; to conduct follow-up investigations to insure that the orders
of the court are being properly executed; to report to the court when the needs of the
juvenile are not being met; and to protect and promote the best interests of the juvenile

until formally relieved of the responsibility by the court.
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§ 7B-601(b)

§ 7B-601(c)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
9 ACTS

APPARATUS Il
2 AUTHORITIES

The court may authorize the guardian ad litem to accompany the juvenile to court in
any criminal action wherein the juvenile may be called on to testify in a matter relating

to abuse.

The guardian ad litem has the authority to obtain any information or reports, whether
or not confidential, that may in the guardian ad litem's opinion be relevant to the case.
No privilege other than the attorney-client privilege may be invoked to prevent the
guardian ad litem and the court from obtaining such information. The confidentiality
of the information or reports shall be respected by the guardian ad litem, and no
disclosure of any information or reports shall be made to anyone except by order of

the court or unless otherwise provided by law.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1979 1989 1999
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o1 1979 c.815,5.1 ENACTED
e 1981 c. 528 AMENDED
03 1983 c.761,5.159 AMENDED
04 1983 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), ¢. 1090, s. 5 AMENDED
05 1993 c.537,s.1 AMENDED
e 1995 c.324,s.21.13 AMENDED
g 1998 S.L. 1998-202, 5. 6 AMENDED
b 1999 S.L.1999-432, 5. 1 AMENDED
c 1999 S.L. 1999-456, s. 60 AMENDED

Authorities referenced
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Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 7B-1202 @ "representation is otherwise provided pursuant to"

G.S. 7B-1203 @ "provided pursuant to G.S. 7B-1202 or"
APPARATUS 111 . .

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7B-601 (1999).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7B-601(a) (1999).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.
This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1979, c. 815, 5. 1; 1981, c. 528; 1983, c. 761, 5. 159; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1090, s. 5; 1993, c. 537, s. 1; 1995, c. 324, 5. 21.13;
1998-202, s. 6; 1999-432, 5. 1; 1999-456, s. 60.)
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