NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 7B-526

.

CHAPTER 7B
ARTICLE 5A - SAFE SURRENDER OF INFANTS

N.C.G.S. § 7B-526.

Notice by publication of the safely
surrendered infant.
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§7B-526(a) Within 14 days from the date of the safe surrender of an infant, the director shall

provide notice by publication as specified in subsection (b) of this section that an infant

has been surrendered and taken into custody by the department of social services.

§7B-526(b) The notice shall be published in a newspaper qualified for legal advertising in
accordance with G.S. 1-597 and G.S. 1-598 and published in the county in which
the surrender was made and in any other county that the director has reason to
believe either parent may be residing. The publication shall be once a week for three

successive weeks. The notice shall state each of the following:

(1) The infant was surrendered by a person claiming to be the infant's mother or
father who did not express an intent to return for the infant and that the infant
was surrendered to an individual pursuant to G.S. 7B-521 by specifying (i) the
profession of the individual authorized to accept the surrendered infant, (ii) the
name and location of the facility at which the infant was surrendered, and (iii)

the date of surrender.
(2) The physical characteristics of the infant at the time of surrender.

(3) The infant is now in the physical and legal custody of the department of social

services in the county where the infant was surrendered.
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§ 7B-526(c)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS Il
4 AUTHORITIES

(4)

)

The surrendering mother or father has the right to request the infant's return
to their custody by contacting the department of social services in the county
that the infant was surrendered before the department initiates an action to
terminate their parental rights in district court. If the surrendering parent
seeks to regain custody of the infant from the department of social services, the
director shall treat the infant as a juvenile who has been reported as a neglected
juvenile and requires that the director conduct an assessment, at which point,
the surrendering parent's rights to have his or her identity be confidential no
longer apply.

The department is making efforts to identify, locate, and contact the
non-surrendering parent. The non-surrendering parent has the right to contact
the department of social services to inquire about and seek custody of the
infant. The department may place the infant with the non-surrendering parent,
terminating the department's custodial rights to the infant, when that parent's
identity and location are known and there is no cause to suspect the infant is
an abused, neglected, or dependent juvenile due to circumstances created by

the non-surrendering parent.

Each parent has the right to contact the department of social services in the

county where the infant was surrendered.

If neither parent seeks the infant's custody from the department of social
services or executes a relinquishment for adoption within 60 days of the date of
the surrender, which shall be stated clearly on the notice, the department will
initiate a court action to terminate both parents' parental rights. Unless the
court orders otherwise, the notice of the petition to terminate parental rights

will be published in the same newspaper with the court name "In re Baby Doe."

How to contact the department of social services about the safely surrendered

infant and the parents' rights.

If a termination of parental rights for the safely surrendered infant is commenced, an

affidavit of the publisher of the notice by this section shall be filed with the court at
the preliminary hearing required by G.S. 7B-1105.1. (2023-14, s. 6.2(a).)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 fbae2114...9caak4e



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 7B-526

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 1-597 (b) "for legal advertising in accordance with"

G.S. 1-598 (b) "in accordance with G.S. 1-597 and"

G.S. 7B-521 (b)(1) "surrendered to an individual pursuant to"

G.S. 7B-1105.1 © "at the preliminary hearing required by"
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7B-526 (2026).
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7B-526(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.
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