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§ 7B-503(a) When a request is made for nonsecure custody, the court shall f�irst consider release of 
the juvenile to the juvenile's parent, relative, guardian, custodian, or other responsible 
adult. An order for nonsecure custody shall be made only when there is a reasonable 
factual basis to believe the matters alleged in the petition are true, and any of the 
following apply:

(1) The juvenile has been abandoned.

(2) The juvenile has suf�fered physical injury, sexual abuse, or serious emotional 
damage as def�ined by G.S. 7B-101(1)e.

(3) The juvenile is exposed to a substantial risk of physical injury or sexual 
abuse because the parent, guardian, custodian, or caretaker has created the 
conditions likely to cause injury or abuse or has failed to provide, or is unable 
to provide, adequate supervision or protection.

(4) The juvenile is in need of medical treatment to cure, alleviate, or prevent 
suf�fering serious physical harm which may result in death, disf�igurement, or 
substantial impairment of bodily functions, and the juvenile's parent, guardian, 
custodian, or caretaker is unwilling or unable to provide or consent to the 
medical treatment.

(5) The parent, guardian, custodian, or caretaker consents to the nonsecure 
custody order.

(6) The juvenile is a runaway and consents to nonsecure custody.
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A juvenile alleged to be abused, neglected, or dependent shall be placed in nonsecure 
custody only when there is a reasonable factual basis to believe that there are no other 
reasonable means available to protect the juvenile. In no case shall a juvenile alleged 
to be abused, neglected, or dependent be placed in secure custody.

§ 7B-503(b) Whenever a petition is f�iled under G.S. 7B-302(d1), the court shall rule on the petition 
prior to returning the child to a home where the alleged abuser or abusers are 
or have been present. If the court f�inds that the alleged abuser or abusers have a 
history of violent behavior against people, the court shall order the alleged abuser or 
abusers to submit to a complete mental health evaluation by a licensed psychologist 
or psychiatrist. The court may order the alleged abuser or abusers to pay the cost of 
any mental health evaluation required under this section.
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1 2  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1979 c. 815, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1981 c. 426, ss. 1-4 A M E N D E D

03 1981 c. 526 A M E N D E D

04 1983 c. 590, ss. 2-6 A M E N D E D

05 1987 c. 101 A M E N D E D

06 1987 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1090, s. 3 A M E N D E D

07 1989 c. 550 A M E N D E D

08 1998 S.L. 1998-202, s. 6 A M E N D E D

09 1999 S.L. 1999-318, s. 4 A M E N D E D
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12 2019 S.L. 2019-33, s. 6 A M E N D E D
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2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7B-503 (2019).
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7B-503(a) (2019).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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