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§ 7B-400(a) A proceeding in which a juvenile is alleged to be abused, neglected, or dependent may 
be commenced in the judicial district in which the juvenile resides or is present at the 
time the petition is f�iled. If a regional social services department includes counties 
in more than one judicial district, the department shall f�ile in the judicial district 
where the child resides or was present when the report required by G.S. 7B-301 was 
received. Notwithstanding G.S. 153A-257, the absence of a juvenile from the juvenile's 
home pursuant to a protection plan during an assessment or the provision of case 
management services by a department of social services shall not change the original 
venue if it subsequently becomes necessary to f�ile a juvenile petition.

§ 7B-400(b) When the director in one county conducts an assessment pursuant to G.S. 7B-302 
in another county because a conf�lict of interest exists, the director in the county 
conducting the assessment may f�ile a resulting petition in either county.

§ 7B-400(c) For  good  cause,  the  court  may  grant  a  motion  for  a  change  of  venue  before 
adjudication. A pre-adjudication change of venue shall not af�fect the identity of 
the petitioner, unless a conf�lict of interest arising under G.S. 7B-302.1 necessitates a 
substitution of parties.

§ 7B-400(d) Any change of venue after adjudication shall be pursuant to G.S. 7B-900.1.
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7  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1979 2002 2025

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1979 c. 815, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1998 S.L. 1998-202, s. 6 A M E N D E D

03 1999 S.L. 1999-456, s. 60 A M E N D E D

04 2009 S.L. 2009-311, s. 2 A M E N D E D

05 2013 S.L. 2013-129, s. 7 A M E N D E D

06 2017 S.L. 2017-41, s. 4.4 A M E N D E D

07 2025 S.L. 2025-16, s. 1.4(b) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

5  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 7B-301 (a) "present when the report required by"

G.S. 153A-257 (a) "by G.S. 7B-301 was received. Notwithstanding"

G.S. 7B-302 (b) "county conducts an assessment pursuant to"

G.S. 7B-302.1 (c) "a conf�lict of interest arising under"

G.S. 7B-900.1 (d) "after adjudication shall be pursuant to"
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A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7B-400 (2025).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7B-400(a) (2025).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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(1979, c. 815, s. 1; 1998-202, s. 6; 1999-456, s. 60; 2009-311, s. 2; 2013-129, s. 7; 2017-41, s. 4.4; 2025-16, s. 1.4(b).)
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