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The provisions of this Article may be enforced by the parent, guardian, custodian, or person who has 
assumed the status and obligation of a parent without being awarded legal custody of the juvenile by a court 
to the juvenile by f�iling a civil action in the district court of the county where the juvenile can be found or 
the county of the plaintif�f's residence. Upon the institution of such action by a verif�ied complaint, alleging 
that the defendant juvenile has left home or has left the place where the juvenile has been residing and 
refuses to return and comply with the direction and control of the plaintif�f, the court may issue an order 
directing the juvenile personally to appear before the court at a specif�ied time to be heard in answer to the 
allegations of the plaintif�f and to comply with further orders of the court. Such orders shall be served by 
the sherif�f upon the juvenile and upon any other person named as a party defendant in such action. At the 
time of the issuance of the order directing the juvenile to appear, the court may in the same order, or by 
separate order, order the sherif�f to enter any house, building, structure, or conveyance for the purpose of 
searching for the juvenile and serving the order and for the purpose of taking custody of the person of the 
juvenile in order to bring the juvenile before the court. Any order issued at said hearing shall be treated 
as a mandatory injunction and shall remain in full force and ef�fect until the juvenile reaches the age of 18, 
or until further orders of the court. Within 30 days after the hearing on the original order, the juvenile, or 
anyone acting in the juvenile's behalf, may f�ile a verif�ied answer to the complaint. Upon the f�iling of an 
answer by or on behalf of the juvenile, any district court judge holding court in the county or district court 
district as def�ined in G.S. 7A-133 where the action was instituted shall have jurisdiction to hear the matter, 
without a jury, and to make f�indings of fact, conclusions of law, and render judgment thereon. Appeals 
from the district court to the Court of Appeals shall be allowed as in civil actions generally. The district 
court issuing the original order or the district court hearing the matter after answer has been f�iled shall 
also have authority to order that any person named defendant in the order or judgment shall not harbor, 
keep, or allow the defendant juvenile to remain on the person's premises or in the person's home. Failure 
of any defendant to comply with the terms of said order or judgment shall be punishable as for contempt.
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4  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1969 1984 1998

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1969 c. 1080, s. 4 E N A C T E D

02 1969 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1037, s. 108 A M E N D E D

03 1969 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 1031, s. 1 A M E N D E D

04 1998 S.L. 1998-202, s. 6 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 7A-133 "district court district as def�ined in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7B-3404 (1998).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1969, c. 1080, s. 4; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1037, s. 108; 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 1031, s. 1; 1998-202, s. 6.)
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