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§ 7B-2202(a) Except as otherwise provided in G.S. 7B-2200 and G.S. 7B-2200.5 and in matters that 
have been removed from superior court pursuant to G.S. 15A-960, the prosecutor shall 
calendar the date of the probable cause hearing and the court shall provide notice and 
conduct a hearing to determine probable cause in all felony cases in which a juvenile 
was 13 years of age or older when the of�fense was allegedly committed. Except as 
otherwise provided in this section, the hearing shall be conducted within 15 days of 
the date of the juvenile's f�irst appearance. The court may continue the hearing for 
good cause.

§ 7B-2202(b) At the probable cause hearing:

(1) A prosecutor shall represent the State;

(2) The juvenile shall be represented by counsel;

(3) The juvenile may testify, call, and examine witnesses, and present evidence; and

(4) Each witness shall testify under oath or af�f�irmation and be subject to 
cross-examination.

§ 7B-2202(b1)

C L A S S  A  F E L O N Y

A probable cause hearing conducted in any case in which a juvenile was 13, 14, or 15 
years of age at the time the juvenile allegedly committed an of�fense that would be a 
Class A felony if committed by an adult or in any case in which a juvenile was 16 or 17 
years of age at the time the juvenile allegedly committed an of�fense that would be a 
Class F or G felony if committed by an adult shall be conducted within 90 days of the 
date of the juvenile's f�irst appearance. The court may continue the hearing for good 
cause.
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§ 7B-2202(c) The State shall by nonhearsay evidence, or by evidence that satisf�ies an exception to 
the hearsay rule, show that there is probable cause to believe that the of�fense charged 
has been committed and that there is probable cause to believe that the juvenile 
committed it, except:

(1) A report or copy of a report made by a physicist, chemist, f�irearms identif�-
ication expert, f�ingerprint technician, or an expert or technician in some 
other scientif�ic, professional, or medical f�ield, concerning the results of an 
examination, comparison, or test performed in connection with the case in 
issue, when stated in a report by that person, is admissible in evidence;

(2) If there is no serious contest, reliable hearsay is admissible to prove value, 
ownership of property, possession of property in a person other than the 
juvenile, lack of consent of the owner, possessor, or custodian of property to 
the breaking or entering of premises, chain of custody, and authenticity of 
signatures.

§ 7B-2202(d) Counsel for the juvenile may waive in writing the right to the hearing and stipulate to 
a f�inding of probable cause.

§ 7B-2202(e) If probable cause is found and transfer to superior court is not required by G.S. 7B-2200 
or G.S. 7B-2200.5, upon motion of the prosecutor or the juvenile's attorney or upon its 
own motion, the court shall either proceed to a transfer hearing or set a date for that 
hearing. If the juvenile has not received notice of the intention to seek transfer at least 
f�ive days prior to the probable cause hearing, the court, at the request of the juvenile, 
shall continue the transfer hearing.

§ 7B-2202(f) If the court does not f�ind probable cause for a felony of�fense, the court shall:

(1) Dismiss the proceeding, or

(2) If the court f�inds probable cause to believe that the juvenile committed a lesser 
included of�fense that would constitute a misdemeanor if committed by an 
adult, either proceed to an adjudicatory hearing or set a date for that hearing. 
The adjudicatory hearing shall be a separate hearing. The court may continue 
the adjudicatory hearing for good cause.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D
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A P P A R A T U S  I

1 0  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1979 2002 2024

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1979 c. 815, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1981 c. 469, ss. 15, 16 A M E N D E D

03 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 22, s. 26 A M E N D E D

04 1998 S.L. 1998-202, s. 6 A M E N D E D

05 2015 S.L. 2015-58, s. 1.2 A M E N D E D

06 2017 S.L. 2017-57, s. 16D.4(f) A M E N D E D

07 2018 S.L. 2018-142, s. 23(b) A M E N D E D

08 2019 S.L. 2019-186, s. 8(b) A M E N D E D

09 2023 S.L. 2023-114, s. 1(c) A M E N D E D

10 2024 S.L. 2024-17, s. 2(e) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

3  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 7B-2200 (a) "Except as otherwise provided in"

G.S. 7B-2200.5 (a) "otherwise provided in G.S. 7B-2200 and"

G.S. 15A-960 (a) "removed from superior court pursuant to"
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A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7B-2202 (2024).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7B-2202(a) (2024).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1979, c. 815, s. 1; 1981, c. 469, ss. 15, 16; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 22, s. 26; 1998-202, s. 6; 2015-58, s. 1.2; 2017-57, s. 16D.4(f); 
2018-142, s. 23(b); 2019-186, s. 8(b); 2023-114, s. 1(c); 2024-17, s. 2(e).)
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