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CHAPTER 7B
ARTICLE 11 - TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

N.C.G.S.§7B-1112.1.

Selection of adoptive parents.
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The process of selection of specific adoptive parents shall be the responsibility of and within the discretion
of the county department of social services or licensed child-placing agency. In selecting the adoptive
parents, any current placement provider wanting to adopt the child shall be considered. The guardian
ad litem may request information from and consult with the county department or child-placing agency
concerning the selection process. If the guardian ad litem requests information about the selection process,
the county shall provide the information within five business days. The county department of social services
shall notify the guardian ad litem and the foster parents of the selection of prospective adoptive parents
within 10 days of the selection and before the filing of the adoption petition. If the guardian ad litem
disagrees with the selection of adoptive parents or the foster parents want to adopt the juvenile and were not
selected as adoptive parents, the guardian ad litem or foster parents shall file a motion within 10 days of the
department's notification and schedule the case for hearing on the next juvenile calendar. The department
shall not change the juvenile's placement to the prospective adoptive parents unless the time period for
filing a motion has expired and no motion has been filed. The Department shall provide a copy of a motion
for judicial review of adoption selection to the foster parents not selected. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to make the foster parents a party to the proceeding solely based on receiving notification and the
right to be heard by filing a motion. In hearing any motion, the court shall consider the recommendations of
the agency and the guardian ad litem and other facts related to the selection of adoptive parents. The court
shall then determine whether the proposed adoptive placement is in the juvenile's best interests. (2011-295,
s. 18; 2013-129, s. 36.)
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