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§ 7B-1110(a) After an adjudication that one or more grounds for terminating a parent's rights exist, 
the court shall determine whether terminating the parent's rights is in the juvenile's 
best interest. The court may consider any evidence, including hearsay evidence as def�-
ined in G.S. 8C-1, Rule 801, that the court f�inds to be relevant, reliable, and necessary 
to determine the best interests of the juvenile. In each case, the court shall consider the 
following criteria and make written f�indings regarding the following that are relevant:

(1) The age of the juvenile.

(2) The likelihood of adoption of the juvenile.

(3) Whether the termination of parental rights will aid in the accomplishment of 
the permanent plan for the juvenile.

(4) The bond between the juvenile and the parent.

(5) The quality of the relationship between the juvenile and the proposed adoptive 
parent, guardian, custodian, or other permanent placement.

(6) Any relevant consideration.

Any order shall be reduced to writing, signed, and entered no later than 30 days 
following the completion of the termination of parental rights hearing. If the order 
is not entered within 30 days following completion of the hearing, the clerk of court 
for juvenile matters shall schedule a subsequent hearing at the f�irst session of court 
scheduled for the hearing of juvenile matters following the 30-day period to determine 
and explain the reason for the delay and to obtain any needed clarif�ication as to the 
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contents of the order. The order shall be entered within 10 days of the subsequent 
hearing required by this subsection.

§ 7B-1110(b) Should  the  court  conclude  that,  irrespective  of  the  existence  of  one  or  more 
circumstances authorizing termination of parental rights, the best interests of the 
juvenile require that rights should not be terminated, the court shall dismiss the 
petition or deny the motion, but only after setting forth the facts and conclusions upon 
which the dismissal or denial is based.

§ 7B-1110(c) Should the court determine that circumstances authorizing termination of parental 
rights do not exist, the court shall dismiss the petition or deny the motion, making 
appropriate f�indings of fact and conclusions.

§ 7B-1110(d) Counsel for the petitioner or movant shall serve a copy of the termination of parental 
rights order upon the guardian ad litem for the juvenile, if any, and upon the juvenile 
if the juvenile is 12 years of age or older.

§ 7B-1110(e) The court may tax the cost of the proceeding to any party.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 1  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1977 1994 2011
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1977 c. 879, s. 8 E N A C T E D

02 1977 1981 (Reg. Sess., 1982), c. 1131, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 1983 c. 581, s. 3 A M E N D E D

04 1983 c. 607, s. 3 A M E N D E D

05 1998 S.L. 1998-202, s. 6 A M E N D E D

06 1999 S.L. 1999-456, s. 60 A M E N D E D

07 2000 S.L. 2000-183, s. 10 A M E N D E D
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08 2001 S.L. 2001-208, s. 23 A M E N D E D

09 2001 S.L. 2001-487, s. 101 A M E N D E D

10 2005 S.L. 2005-398, s. 17 A M E N D E D

11 2011 S.L. 2011-295, s. 16 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 8C-1 (a) "including hearsay evidence as def�ined in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7B-1110 (2011).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7B-1110(a) (2011).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1977, c. 879, s. 8; 1981 (Reg. Sess., 1982), c. 1131, s. 1; 1983, c. 581, s. 3; c. 607, s. 3; 1998-202, s. 6; 1999-456, s. 60; 2000-183, 
s. 10; 2001-208, s. 23; 2001-487, s. 101; 2005-398, s. 17; 2011-295, s. 16.)
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