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No retired judge of the district or superior court may become an emergency judge except upon the judge's 
written application to the Governor certifying the judge's desire and ability to serve as an emergency judge. 
If the Governor is satisf�ied that the applicant qualif�ies under G.S. 7A-52(a) to become an emergency judge 
and the applicant is physically and mentally able to perform the of�f�icial duties of an emergency judge, the 
Governor shall issue to the applicant a commission as an emergency judge of the court from which the 
applicant retired. The commission shall be ef�fective upon the date of its issue and shall terminate when the 
judge to whom it is issued reaches the maximum age for judicial service under G.S. 7A-40.1 or G.S. 7A-140.1, 
whichever is applicable.
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4  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1967 1995 2023
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1967 c. 108, s. 2 E N A C T E D

02 1977 c. 736, s. 4 A M E N D E D

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 d094ee28…503e7b



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  7 A - 5 3

03 1979 c. 878, s. 3 A M E N D E D

04 2023 S.L. 2023-134, s. 16.14(i) A M E N D E D
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3  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 7A-52(a) "satisf�ied that the applicant qualif�ies under"

G.S. 7A-40.1 "maximum age for judicial service under"

G.S. 7A-140.1 "judicial service under G.S. 7A-40.1 or"
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F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-53 (2023).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
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The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.
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