
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  7 A - 5 1

C H A P T E R  7 A
A R T I C L E  8  -  R E T I R E M E N T  O F  J U D G E S  O F  T H E  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T ;  R E T I R E M E N T  C O M P E N S AT I O N  F O R  S U P E R I O R  
C O U R T J U D G E S ; R E C A L L T O E M E R G E N C Y S E R V I C E O F J U D G E S O F T H E D I S T R I C T A N D S U P E R I O R C O U R T ; D I S A B I L I T Y 
R E T I R E M E N T  F O R  J U D G E S  O F  T H E  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T

N.C.G.S. § 7A-51.

Age and service requirements for 
retirement of judges of the  superior court 
and of the Administrative Of�f�icer of the 
Courts.

S O U R C E

General Statutes of North 
Carolina, as published by the 
General Assembly

L A S T  A M E N D M E N T  I N  T H I S  
T E X T

1983 (Reg. Sess., 1984), c. 1109, 
ss. 13.10-13.13 — fourth act in 
the lineage

R E T R I E V E D

21 September 2026, 04:15 UTC
S O U R C E  F I N G E R P R I N T

88ba897b�788ebef9�472e756c�-

2cb422b1�1d10ae88�7e6227c9�-

be391ddb�884c19e4�

§ 7A-51(a) Any judge of the superior court, or Administrative Of�f�icer of the Courts, who has 
attained the age of sixty-f�ive years, and who has served for a total of f�ifteen years, 
whether consecutive or not, as a judge of the superior court, or as Administrative Of�-
f�icer of the Courts, or as judge of the superior court and as Administrative Of�f�icer 
of the Courts combined, may retire and receive for life compensation equal to two 
thirds of the total annual compensation, including longevity and additional payment 
for service as senior resident superior court judge, but excluding any payments in the 
nature of reimbursement for expenses or subsistence allowances, from time to time 
received by the occupant of the of�f�ice from which he retired.

§ 7A-51(b) Any judge of the superior court, or Administrative Of�f�icer of the Courts, who has 
served for twelve years, whether consecutive or not, as a judge of the superior court, 
or as Administrative Of�f�icer of the Courts, or as judge of the superior court and as 
Administrative Of�f�icer of the Courts combined may, at age sixty-eight, retire and 
receive for life compensation equal to two thirds of the total annual compensation, 
including longevity and additional payment for service as senior resident superior 
court judge, but excluding any payments in the nature of reimbursement for expenses 
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or subsistence allowances, from time to time received by the occupant of the of�f�ice 
from which he retired.

§ 7A-51(c) Any person who has served for a total of twenty-four years, whether continuously or 
not, as a judge of the superior court, or as Administrative Of�f�icer of the Courts, or 
as judge of the superior court and as Administrative Of�f�icer of the Courts combined, 
may retire, regardless of age, and receive for life compensation equal to two thirds 
of the total annual compensation, including longevity and additional payment for 
service as senior resident superior court judge, but excluding any payments in the 
nature of reimbursement for expenses or subsistence allowances, from time to time 
received by the  occupant of the of�f�ice from which he retired. In determining whether 
a person meets the requirements of this subsection, time served as district attorney 
of the superior court prior to January 1, 1971, may be included, so long as the person 
has served at least eight years as a judge of the superior court, or as Administrative 
Of�f�icer of the Courts, or as judge of the superior court and Administrative Of�f�icer of 
the Courts combined.

§ 7A-51(d) Repealed by Session Laws 1971, c. 508, s. 3.

§ 7A-51(e) For purposes of this section, the "occupant or occupants of the of�f�ice from which" the 
retired judge retired will be deemed to be a superior court judge holding the same of�f�-
ice and with the same service as the retired judge had  immediately prior to retirement.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

4  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1967 1970 1973
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1967 c. 108, s. 2 E N A C T E D

02 1971 c. 508, s. 3 A M E N D E D

03 1973 c. 47, s. 2 A M E N D E D
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04 1973 1983 (Reg. Sess., 1984), c. 1109, ss. 13.10-13.13 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-51 (1973).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-51(a) (1973).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1967, c. 108, s. 2; 1971, c. 508, s. 3; 1973, c. 47, s. 2; 1983 (Reg. Sess., 1984), c. 1109, ss. 13.10-13.13.)
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