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CHAPTER 7A
ARTICLE 7 - ORGANIZATION

N.C.G.S. § 7A-49.5.

Statewide electronic filing in courts.
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§ 7A-49.5(a) The General Assembly finds that the electronic filing of pleadings and other

documents required to be filed with the courts may be a more economical, efficient,
and satisfactory procedure to handle the volumes of paperwork routinely filed with,
handled by, and disseminated by the courts of this State, and therefore authorizes the

use of electronic filing in the courts of this State.

§ 7A-49.5(b) The Supreme Court may adopt rules governing this process and associated costs and
may supervise its implementation and operation through the Administrative Office of
the Courts. The rules adopted under this section shall address the waiver of electronic

fees for indigents.

§ 7A-49.5(b1) The Supreme Court shall promulgate rules authorizing electronic filing and electronic
signatures in the General Court of Justice. The rules shall require registration
to participate in electronic filing and provide security procedures that include a

mandatory submission of a form of identification to electronically file pro se.

§ 7A-49.5(b2) A physical document that has been verified, notarized, acknowledged, sworn to,
certified, exemplified, contains a seal, or made under oath may be converted to an
electronic format for filing with the General Court of Justice. The electronic version
of the document that is filed with and maintained within the electronic filing and
case management systems shall constitute the official version of the court record.
Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection, original wills and codicils must
also be physically submitted to the clerk and held by the clerk of superior court
pursuant to G.S. 28A-2A-13.
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§ 7A-49.5(c)
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END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS Il
2 AUTHORITIES

APPARATUS III

The Administrative Office of the Courts may contract with a vendor to provide

electronic filing in the courts.

Any funds received by the Administrative Office of the Courts from the vendor
selected pursuant to subsection (c) of this section, other than applicable statutory
court costs, as a result of electronic filing, shall be deposited in the Court Information

Technology Fund in accordance with G.S. 7A-343.2.

The Supreme Court may require that in all cases in which the seal of any court or
judicial office is required by law to be affixed to any paper issuing from a court or
office, the word "seal" shall be construed to include an impression of the official seal,
made upon the paper alone, an impression made by means of a wafer or of wax affixed
thereto, or an electronic image adopted as the official seal affixed thereto. (2006-187, s.
2(c); 2007-323, 5. 14.17(c); 2012-142, 5. 16.5(f); 2019-243, s. 3(a); 2022-47, 5. 16(a); 2025-54,
s. 21.)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 28A-2A (b2) "clerk of superior court pursuant to”

G.S.7A-343.2 (d) "Information Technology Fund in accordance with"
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PINPOINT
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Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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