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CHAPTER 7A

.

ARTICLE 36 - ENTITLEMENT OF INDIGENT PERSONS GENERALLY

N.C.G.S. § 7A-450.

Indigency; definition; entitlement;
determination; change of status.
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An indigent person is a person who is financially unable to secure legal representation
and to provide all other necessary expenses of representation in an action or
proceeding enumerated in this Subchapter. An interpreter is a necessary expense as
defined in Chapter 8B of the General Statutes for a deaf person who is entitled to

counsel under this subsection.

Whenever a person, under the standards and procedures set out in this Subchapter, is
determined to be an indigent person entitled to counsel, it is the responsibility of the
State to provide him with counsel and the other necessary expenses of representation.
The professional relationship of counsel so provided to the indigent person he

represents is the same as if counsel had been privately retained by the indigent person.

An indigent person indicted for murder may not be tried where the State is seeking
the death penalty without an assistant counsel being appointed in a timely manner. If
the indigent person is represented by the public defender's office, the requirement of
an assistant counsel may be satisfied by the assignment to the case of an additional

attorney from the public defender's staff.

The question of indigency may be determined or redetermined by the court at any

stage of the action or proceeding at which an indigent is entitled to representation.

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 7fbda4db...5be604



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 7A-450
If, at any stage in the action or proceeding, a person previously determined to be
indigent becomes financially able to secure legal representation and provide other
necessary expenses of representation, he must inform the counsel appointed by the
court to represent him of that fact. In such a case, that information is not included
in the attorney client privilege, and counsel must promptly inform the court of that

information.
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-450 (2000).
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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