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§ 7A-42(a) Sessions of the superior court shall be held in each city in the State which is not a 
county seat and which has a population of 35,000 or more, according to the 1960 federal 
census.

§ 7A-42(a1) In addition to the sessions of superior court authorized by subsection (a) of this 
section, sessions of superior court in the following counties may be held in the 
additional seats of court listed by order of the Senior Resident Superior Court Judge 
after consultation with the Chief District Court Judge:

Additional

County	Seats of Court

Davidson	Thomasville

Iredell	Mooresville

The courtrooms and related judicial facilities for these sessions of superior court may 
be provided by the municipality, and in such cases the facilities fee collected for the 
State by the clerk of superior court shall be remitted to the municipality to assist in 
meeting the expense of providing those facilities.

§ 7A-42(b) For the purpose of segregating the cases to be tried in any city referred to in subsection 
(a), and to designate the place of trial, the clerk of superior court in any county having 
one or more such cities shall set up a criminal docket and a civil docket, which dockets 
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shall indicate the cases and proceedings to be tried in each such city in his county. 
Such dockets shall bear the name of the city in which such sessions of court are to be 
held, followed by the word "Division." Summons in actions to be tried in any such city 
shall clearly designate the place of trial.

§ 7A-42(c) For the purpose of determining the proper place of trial of any action or proceeding, 
whether civil or criminal, the county in which any city described in subsection (a) 
is located shall be divided into divisions, and the territory embraced in the division 
in which each such city is located shall consist of the township in which such city 
lies and all contiguous townships within such county, such division of the superior 
court to be known by the name of such city followed by the word "Division." All other 
townships of any such county shall constitute a division of the superior court to be 
known by the name of the county seat followed by the word "Division." All laws, rules, 
and regulations now or hereafter in force and ef�fect in determining the proper venue 
as between the superior courts of the several counties of the State shall apply for the 
purpose of determining the proper place of trial as between such divisions within such 
county and as between each of such divisions and any other county of the superior 
court in North Carolina.

§ 7A-42(d) The clerk of superior court of any county with an additional seat of superior court may, 
but shall not be required to, hear matters in any place other than at his of�f�ice at the 
county seat.

§ 7A-42(e) The grand jury for the several divisions of court of any county in which a city described 
in subsection (a) is located shall be drawn from the whole county, and may hold 
hearings and meetings at either the county seat or elsewhere within the county as it 
may elect, or as it may be directed by the judge holding any session of superior court 
within such county; provided, however, that in arranging the sessions of the court for 
the trial of criminal cases for any county in which any such city is located a session of 
one week or more shall be held at the county seat preceding any session of one week 
or more to be held in any such city, so as to facilitate the work of the grand jury, and 
so as to conf�ine its meetings to the county seat as fully as may be practicable. All petit 
jurors for all sessions of court in the several divisions of such county shall be drawn, 
as now or hereafter provided by law, from the whole of the county in which any such 
city is located for all sessions of courts in the several divisions of such county.

§ 7A-42(f)
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Special sessions of court for the trial of either civil or criminal cases in any city 
described in subsection (a) may be arranged as by law now or hereafter provided for 
special sessions of the superior court.

§ 7A-42(g) All court records of all such divisions of the superior court of any such county shall 
be kept in the of�f�ice of the clerk of the superior court at the county seat, but they may 
be temporarily removed under the direction and supervision of the clerk to any such 
division or divisions. No judgment or order rendered at any session held in any such 
city shall become a lien upon or otherwise af�fect the title to any real estate within such 
county until it has been docketed in the of�f�ice of the clerk of the superior court at the 
county seat as now or may hereafter be provided by law; provided, that nothing herein 
shall af�fect the provisions of G.S. 1-233 and the equities therein provided for shall be 
preserved as to all judgments and orders rendered at any session of the superior court 
in any such city.

§ 7A-42(h) It shall be the duty of the board of county commissioners of the county in which any 
such city is located to provide a suitable place for holding such sessions of court, and 
to provide for the payment of the extra expense, if any, of the sherif�f and his deputies 
in attending the sessions of court of any such division, and the expense of keeping, 
housing and feeding prisoners while awaiting trial.

§ 7A-42(i) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, when exigent circumstances exist, 
sessions of superior court may be conducted at a location outside a county seat by 
order of the Senior Resident Superior Court Judge of a county, with the prior approval 
of the location and the facilities by the Administrative Of�f�ice of the Courts and after 
consultation with the Clerk of Superior Court and county of�f�icials of the county. An 
order entered under this subsection shall be f�iled in the of�f�ice of the Clerk of Superior 
Court in the county and posted at the courthouse within the county seat and notice 
shall be posted in other conspicuous locations. The order shall be limited to such 
session or sessions as are approved by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of North 
Carolina.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

4  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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1943 1970 1997

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1943 c. 121 E N A C T E D

02 1969 c. 1190, s. 48 A M E N D E D

03 1969 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1037, s. 2.1 A M E N D E D

04 1997 S.L. 1997-304, s. 4 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 1-233 (g) "herein shall af�fect the provisions of"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-42 (1997).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-42(a) (1997).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1943, c. 121; 1969, c. 1190, s. 48; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1037, s. 2.1; 1997-304, s. 4.)
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