
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  7 A - 3 1 4

C H A P T E R  7 A
A R T I C L E  2 8  -  U N I F O R M  C O S T S  A N D  F E E S  I N  T H E  T R I A L  D I V I S I O N S

N.C.G.S. § 7A-314.

Uniform fees for witnesses; experts; limit 
on number.

S O U R C E

General Statutes of North 
Carolina, as published by the 
General Assembly

L A S T  A M E N D M E N T  I N  T H I S  
T E X T

S.L. 2023-134, s. 16.32(a) — 
fifteenth act in the lineage

R E T R I E V E D

21 September 2026, 05:37 UTC
S O U R C E  F I N G E R P R I N T

c8d19866�a265c618�4ba2fe3b�-

87f0a034�11a1831e�4e1f2f1f�-
b7c60114�61351139�

§ 7A-314(a) Except for a witness that is a former State, county, or municipal law-enforcement of�f�-
icer, a witness under subpoena, bound over, or recognized, other than a salaried State, 
county, or municipal law-enforcement of�f�icer, or an out-of-state witness in a criminal 
case, whether to testify before the court, Judicial Standards Commission, jury of view, 
magistrate, clerk, referee, commissioner, appraiser, or arbitrator shall be entitled to 
receive f�ive dollars ($5.00) per day, or fraction thereof, during his attendance, which, 
except as to witnesses before the Judicial Standards Commission, must be certif�ied 
to the clerk of superior court. Compensation of witnesses acting on behalf of the 
court or prosecutorial of�f�ices shall be paid in accordance with the rules established by 
the Administrative Of�f�ice of the Courts. Compensation of witnesses provided under 
G.S. 7A-454 shall be in accordance with rules established by the Of�f�ice of Indigent 
Defense Services.

§ 7A-314(a1) A witness that is a former State, county, or municipal law-enforcement of�f�icer that 
is under subpoena, bound over, or recognized, whether to testify before the court, 
Judicial Standards Commission, jury of view, magistrate, clerk, referee, commissioner, 
appraiser, or arbitrator, shall be entitled to receive twenty dollars ($20.00) per hour, 
or fraction thereof, during the former law-enforcement of�f�icer's attendance, which, 
except as to witnesses before the Judicial Standards Commission, must be certif�ied 
to the clerk of superior court. Compensation of witnesses acting on behalf of the 
court or prosecutorial of�f�ices shall be paid in accordance with the rules established by 
the Administrative Of�f�ice of the Courts. Compensation of witnesses provided under 
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G.S. 7A-454 shall be in accordance with rules established by the Of�f�ice of Indigent 
Defense Services.

§ 7A-314(b) A witness entitled to a fee set forth in subsections (a) or (a1) of this section, and a 
law-enforcement of�f�icer who qualif�ies as a witness, shall be entitled to receive an 
allowance or reimbursement for travel expenses as follows:

(1) A witness whose residence is outside the county of appearance but within 
75 miles of the place of appearance shall be entitled to receive mileage 
reimbursement at the rate currently authorized for State employees, for each 
mile necessarily traveled from his place of resident to the place of appearance 
and return, each day. Reimbursements to witnesses acting on behalf of the court 
or prosecutorial of�f�ices shall be paid in accordance with the rules established 
by the Administrative Of�f�ice of the Courts. Reimbursements to witnesses 
provided under G.S. 7A-454 shall be in accordance with rules established by 
the Of�f�ice of Indigent Defense Services.

(2) A witness whose residence is outside the county of appearance and more 
than 75 miles from the place of appearance shall be entitled to receive 
mileage reimbursement at the rate currently authorized State employees for 
one round-trip from his place of residence to the place of appearance. A 
witness required to appear more than one day shall be entitled to receive an 
allowance or reimbursement for expenses incurred for lodging and meals not 
to exceed the maximum currently authorized for State employees, in lieu of 
daily mileage. Allowances or reimbursements to witnesses acting on behalf 
of the court or prosecutorial of�f�ices shall be paid in accordance with the 
rules established by the Administrative Of�f�ice of the Courts. Reimbursements 
and travel allowances to witnesses provided under G.S. 7A-454 shall be in 
accordance with rules established by the Of�f�ice of Indigent Defense Services.

§ 7A-314(c) A witness who resides in a state other than North Carolina and who appears for 
the purpose of testifying in a criminal action and proves his attendance may be 
compensated at the rate allowed to State of�f�icers and employees by subdivisions (1) 
and (2) of G.S. 138-6(a) for one round-trip from the witness's place of residence to the 
place of appearance, and f�ive dollars ($5.00) for each day that the witness is required 
to travel and attend as a witness, upon order of the court based upon a f�inding that 
the person was a necessary witness. If such a witness is required to appear more than 
one day, the witness is also entitled to an allowance or reimbursement for expenses 
incurred for lodging and meals, not to exceed the maximum currently authorized 
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for State employees. Reimbursements and travel allowances to witnesses acting on 
behalf of the court or prosecutorial of�f�ices shall be paid in accordance with the rules 
established by the Administrative Of�f�ice of the Courts. Reimbursements to witnesses 
provided under G.S. 7A-454 shall be in accordance with rules established by the Of�f�ice 
of Indigent Defense Services.

§ 7A-314(d) Subject to the specif�ic limitations set forth in G.S. 7A-305(d)(11), an expert witness, 
other than a salaried State, county, or municipal law-enforcement of�f�icer, shall 
receive such compensation and allowances as the court, or the Judicial Standards 
Commission, in its discretion, may authorize. A law-enforcement of�f�icer who appears 
as an expert witness shall receive reimbursement for travel expenses only, as provided 
in subsection (b) of this section. Compensation of experts acting on behalf of the 
court or prosecutorial of�f�ices shall be paid in accordance with the rules established 
by the Administrative Of�f�ice of the Courts. Compensation of experts provided under 
G.S. 7A-454 shall be in accordance with rules established by the Of�f�ice of Indigent 
Defense Services.

§ 7A-314(e) If more than two witnesses are subpoenaed, bound over, or recognized, to prove a 
single material fact, the expense of the additional witnesses shall be borne by the party 
issuing or requesting the subpoena.

§ 7A-314(f) Repealed by Session Laws 2012-142, s. 16.3(a), ef�fective July 1, 2012.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 5  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1965 1994 2023
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1965 c. 310, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1969 c. 1190, s. 34 A M E N D E D

03 1971 c. 377, s. 27 A M E N D E D
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04 1973 c. 503, ss. 21, 22 A M E N D E D

05 1983 c. 713, s. 20 A M E N D E D

06 1998 S.L. 1998-212, s. 16.25(a) A M E N D E D

07 2000 S.L. 2000-144, s. 3 A M E N D E D

08 2006 S.L. 2006-187, s. 5(a) A M E N D E D

09 2007 S.L. 2007-323, s. 14.23 A M E N D E D

10 2010 S.L. 2010-31, s. 15.7 A M E N D E D

11 2011 S.L. 2011-391, s. 64 A M E N D E D

12 2012 S.L. 2012-142, s. 16.3(a) A M E N D E D

13 2015 S.L. 2015-153, s. 2 A M E N D E D

14 2022 S.L. 2022-74, s. 16.7(a) A M E N D E D

15 2023 S.L. 2023-134, s. 16.32(a) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

3  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 7A-454 (a) "Courts. Compensation of witnesses provided under"

G.S. 138-6(a) (c) "by subdivisions (1) and (2) of"

G.S. 7A-305(d)(11) (d) "the specif�ic limitations set forth in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-314 (2023).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-314(a) (2023).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1965, c. 310, s. 1; 1969, c. 1190, s. 34; 1971, c. 377, s. 27; 1973, c. 503, ss. 21, 22; 1983, c. 713, s. 20; 1998-212, s. 16.25(a); 
2000-144, s. 3; 2006-187, s. 5(a); 2007-323, s. 14.23; 2010-31, s. 15.7; 2011-391, s. 64; 2012-142, s. 16.3(a); 2015-153, s. 2; 
2022-74, s. 16.7(a); 2023-134, s. 16.32(a).)

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  L A W  —  S TAT U T E  E X P O R T ,  F O R M AT  V 1

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 c8d19866…351139


