NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 7A-304

CHAPTER 7A

. d

ARTICLE 28 - UNIFORM COSTS AND FEES IN THE TRIAL DIVISIONS

N.C.G.S. § 7A-304.

Costs in criminal actions.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 03:35 UTC oS8 1a0130ida ase16m 800
. " S.L. 2023-103, 5. 4 — 732320ac67982736b1ab3d1f -
Carolina, as published by the ; ) .
seventieth act in the lineage 820bf6780b67e6d2c

General Assembly

§ 7A-304(a)

In every criminal case in the superior or district court, wherein the defendant is
convicted, or enters a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, or when costs are assessed
against the prosecuting witness, the following costs shall be assessed and collected.
No costs may be assessed when a case is dismissed. Only upon entry of a written order,
supported by findings of fact and conclusions of law, determining that there is just
cause, the court may (i) waive costs assessed under this section or (ii) waive or reduce
costs assessed under subdivision (7), (8), (8a), (11), (12), or (13) of this section. No court
may waive or remit all or part of any court fines or costs without providing notice and
opportunity to be heard by all government entities directly affected. The court shall
provide notice to the government entities directly affected of (i) the date and time of
the hearing and (ii) the right to be heard and make an objection to the remission or
waiver of all or part of the order of court costs at least 15 days prior to hearing. Notice
shall be made to the government entities affected by first-class mail to the address
provided for receipt of court costs paid pursuant to the order. The costs referenced in

this subsection are listed below:

(1) For each arrest or personal service of criminal process, including citations
and subpoenas, the sum of five dollars ($5.00), to be remitted to the county
wherein the arrest was made or process was served, except that in those cases
in which the arrest was made or process served by a law-enforcement officer
employed by a municipality, the fee shall be paid to the municipality employing
the officer.
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(2)

(2a)

(2b)

For the use of the courtroom and related judicial facilities, the sum of twelve
dollars ($12.00) in the district court, including cases before a magistrate, and
the sum of thirty dollars ($30.00) in superior court, to be remitted to the
county in which the judgment is rendered. In all cases where the judgment

is rendered in facilities provided by a municipality, the facilities fee shall

be paid to the municipality. Funds derived from the facilities fees shall be
used exclusively by the county or municipality for providing, maintaining,
and constructing adequate courtroom and related judicial facilities, including:
adequate space and furniture for judges, district attorneys, public defenders
and other personnel of the Office of Indigent Defense Services, magistrates,
juries, and other court related personnel; office space, furniture and vaults

for the clerk; jail and juvenile detention facilities; free parking for jurors; and
a law library (including books) if one has heretofore been established or if

the governing body hereafter decides to establish one. In the event the funds
derived from the facilities fees exceed what is needed for these purposes, the
county or municipality may use any or all of the excess to retire outstanding
indebtedness incurred in the construction of the facilities, or to reimburse the
county or municipality for funds expended in constructing or renovating the
facilities (without incurring any indebtedness) within a period of two years
before or after the date a district court is established in such county, or to

supplement the operations of the General Court of Justice in the county.

For the upgrade, maintenance, and operation of the judicial and county
courthouse telecommunications and data connectivity, the sum of four dollars

($4.00), to be credited to the Court Information Technology Fund.
Repealed by Session Laws 2015-241, s. 18A.11, effective July 1, 2015.

For the retirement and insurance benefits of both State and local government
law-enforcement officers, the sum of six dollars and twenty-five cents ($6.25),
to be remitted to the State Treasurer. Fifty cents (50¢) of this sum shall be
administered as is provided in Article 12C of Chapter 143 of the General
Statutes. Five dollars and seventy-five cents ($5.75) of this sum shall be
administered as is provided in Article 12E of Chapter 143 of the General
Statutes, with one dollar and twenty-five cents ($1.25) being administered in

accordance with the provisions of G.S. 143-166.50(e).
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(3a)

(3b)

(3c)

(4a)

(4b)

For the supplemental pension benefits of sheriffs, the sum of one dollar
twenty-five cents ($1.25) to be remitted to the Department of Justice and
administered under the provisions of Article 12H of Chapter 143 of the General
Statutes.

Repealed by Session Laws 2021-180, s. 16.15(a), effective February 1, 2022, and

applicable to costs assessed on or after that date.

For legal representation to indigent defendants and others entitled to counsel
under North Carolina law, the sum of five dollars ($5.00) to be remitted to the

Office of Indigent Defense Services for the Private Assigned Counsel Fund.

For support of the General Court of Justice, the sum of one hundred forty-seven
dollars and fifty cents ($147.50) in the district court, including cases before

a magistrate, and the sum of one hundred fifty-four dollars and fifty cents
($154.50) in the superior court, to be remitted to the State Treasurer. For a
person convicted of a felony in superior court who has made a first appearance
in district court, both the district court and superior court fees shall be
assessed. The State Treasurer shall remit the sum of ninety-five cents ($.95) of
each fee collected under this subdivision to the North Carolina State Bar for

the provision of services described in G.S. 7A-474.19.

For support of the General Court of Justice, the sum of ten dollars ($10.00) for
all offenses arising under Chapter 20 of the General Statutes, to be remitted to

the State Treasurer.

For additional support of the General Court of Justice, the sum of fifty dollars
($50.00) for all offenses arising under Chapter 20 of the General Statutes and
resulting in a conviction of an improper equipment offense, to be remitted to

the State Treasurer.

For using pretrial release services, the district or superior court judge shall,
upon conviction, impose a fee of fifteen dollars ($15.00) to be remitted to

the county providing the pretrial release services. This cost shall be assessed
and collected only if the defendant had been accepted and released to the

supervision of the agency providing the pretrial release services.
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(6)

(7)

For support of the General Court of Justice, the sum of two hundred dollars
($200.00) is payable by a defendant who fails to appear to answer the charge as
scheduled, unless within 20 days after the scheduled appearance, the person
either appears in court to answer the charge or disposes of the charge pursuant
to G.S. 7A-146, and the sum of fifty dollars ($50.00) is payable by a defendant
who fails to pay a fine, penalty, or costs within 40 days of the date specified in
the court's judgment. The fee for failure to appear shall only be collected once
in a criminal case. Upon a showing to the court that the defendant failed to
appear because of an error or omission of a judicial official, a prosecutor, or

a law-enforcement officer, the court shall waive the fee for failure to appear.

These fees shall be remitted to the State Treasurer.

For the services of the North Carolina State Crime Laboratory facilities, the
district or superior court judge shall, upon conviction, order payment of the
sum of six hundred dollars ($600.00) to be remitted to the Department of Justice
for support of the Laboratory. This cost shall be assessed only in cases in
which, as part of the investigation leading to the defendant's conviction, the
laboratories have performed DNA analysis of the crime, tests of bodily fluids of
the defendant for the presence of alcohol or controlled substances, or analysis
of any controlled substance possessed by the defendant or the defendant's

agent.

For the services of any crime laboratory facility, the district or superior court
judge shall, upon conviction, order payment of the sum of six hundred dollars
($600.00) to be remitted to the general fund of the local governmental unit that
operates the laboratory or paid for the laboratory services. The funds shall be
used for law enforcement purposes. The cost shall be assessed only in cases

in which, as part of the investigation leading to the defendant's conviction, the
laboratory has performed DNA analysis of the crime, test of bodily fluids of the
defendant for the presence of alcohol or controlled substances, or analysis of
any controlled substance possessed by the defendant or the defendant's agent.
The costs shall be assessed only if the court finds that the work performed at the
laboratory is the equivalent of the same kind of work performed by the North

Carolina State Crime Laboratory under subdivision (7) of this subsection.
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(8a)

(9a)

(9b)

For the services of any private hospital performing toxicological testing under
contract with a prosecutorial district, the district or superior court judge shall,
upon conviction, order payment of the sum of six hundred dollars ($600.00) to be
remitted to the State Treasurer for the support of the General Court of Justice.
The cost shall be assessed only in cases in which, as part of the investigation
leading to the defendant's conviction, the laboratory has performed testing

of bodily fluids of the defendant for the presence of alcohol or controlled
substances. The costs shall be assessed only if the court finds that the work
performed by the local hospital is the equivalent of the same kind of work
performed by the North Carolina State Crime Laboratory under subdivision (7)

of this subsection.

For the support and services of the State DNA Database and DNA Databank,
the sum of two dollars ($2.00). This amount is annually appropriated to the
Department of Justice for this purpose. Notwithstanding the provisions of

subsection (e) of this section, this cost does not apply to infractions.

For the services of the North Carolina State Crime Laboratory facilities, the
district or superior court judge shall, upon conviction, order payment of the
sum of six hundred dollars ($600.00) to be remitted to the Department of Justice
to be used for laboratory purposes. This cost shall be assessed only in cases in
which, as part of the investigation leading to the defendant's conviction, the
laboratories have performed digital forensics, including the seizure, forensic

imaging, and acquisition and analysis of digital media.

For the services of any crime laboratory facility, the district or superior court
judge shall, upon conviction, order payment of the sum of six hundred dollars
($600.00) to be remitted to the general fund of the local law enforcement unit
that operates the laboratory or paid for the laboratory services. The funds shall
be used for laboratory services. The cost shall be assessed only in (i) cases

in which, as part of the investigation leading to the defendant's conviction,
the laboratory has performed digital forensics, including the seizure, forensic
imaging, and acquisition and analysis of digital media, and (ii) if the court
finds that the work performed at the laboratory is the equivalent of the same
kind of work performed by the North Carolina State Crime Laboratory under

subdivision (9a) of this subsection.
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(10)

(11)

(12)

For support of the General Court of Justice, the sum of one hundred

dollars ($100.00) is payable by a defendant convicted under G.S. 20-138.1 or
G.S. 20-138.2, for a second or subsequent conviction under G.S. 20-138.2A, or
for a second or subsequent conviction under G.S. 20-138.2B, to be remitted
to the State Treasurer. This fee shall be in addition to the fee required by

subdivision (4a) of this subsection.

For the services of an expert witness employed by the North Carolina

State Crime Laboratory who completes a chemical analysis pursuant to

G.S. 20-139.1, a forensic analysis pursuant to G.S. 8-58.20, or a digital forensics
analysis and provides testimony about that analysis in a defendant's trial, the
district or superior court judge shall, upon conviction of the defendant, order
payment of the sum of six hundred dollars ($600.00) to be remitted to the
Department of Justice for support of the State Crime Laboratory. This cost shall
be assessed only in cases in which the expert witness provides testimony about
the chemical or forensic analysis in the defendant's trial and shall be in addition

to any cost assessed under subdivision (7) or (9a) of this subsection.

For the services of an expert witness employed by a crime laboratory who
completes a chemical analysis pursuant to G.S. 20-139.1, a forensic analysis
pursuant to G.S. 8-58.20, or a digital forensics analysis and provides testimony
about that analysis in a defendant's trial, the district or superior court judge
shall, upon conviction of the defendant, order payment of the sum of six
hundred dollars ($600.00) to be remitted to the general fund of the local
governmental unit that operates the laboratory or paid for the laboratory
services. The funds shall be used for laboratory services. This cost shall be
assessed only in cases in which the expert witness provides testimony about the
chemical or forensic analysis in the defendant's trial and shall be in addition to

any cost assessed under subdivision (8) or (9b) of this subsection.
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§ 7A-304(al)

§ 7A-304(a2)

§ 7A-304(b)

§ 7A-304(c)

§ 7A-304(d)

(13) " For the services of an expert witness employed by a private hospital

performing toxicological testing under contract with a prosecutorial district
who completes a chemical analysis pursuant to G.S. 20-139.1 and provides
testimony about that analysis in a defendant's trial, the district or superior
court judge shall, upon conviction of the defendant, order payment of the sum
of six hundred dollars ($600.00) to be remitted to the State Treasurer for the
support of the General Court of Justice. This cost shall be assessed only in cases
in which the expert witness provides testimony about the chemical analysis
in the defendant's trial and shall be in addition to any cost assessed under

subdivision (8a) of this subsection.

Repealed by Session Laws 1997-475, s. 4.1.

Repealed by Session Laws 2023-103, s. 4, effective July 21, 2023.

On appeal, costs are cumulative, and costs assessed before a magistrate shall be
added to costs assessed in the district court, and costs assessed in the district
court shall be added to costs assessed in the superior court, except that the fee
for the Law-Enforcement Officers' Benefit and Retirement Fund and the Sheriffs'
Supplemental Pension Fund and the fee for pretrial release services shall be assessed
only once in each case. No superior court costs shall be assessed against a defendant
who gives notice of appeal from the district court but withdraws it prior to the
expiration of the 10-day period for entering notice of appeal. When a case is reversed
on appeal, the defendant shall not be liable for costs, and the State shall be liable for

the cost of printing records and briefs in the Appellate Division.

Witness fees, expenses for blood tests and comparisons incurred by G.S. 8-50.1(a)-
, jail fees and cost of necessary trial transcripts shall be assessed as provided by law
in addition to other costs set out in this section. Nothing in this section shall limit
the power or discretion of the judge in imposing fines or forfeitures or ordering

restitution.

(1)In any criminal case in which the liability for costs, fines, restitution, attorneys' fees,
or any other lawful charge has been finally determined, the clerk of superior court
shall, unless otherwise ordered by the presiding judge, disburse the funds when paid

in accordance with the following priorities:

a.Sums in restitution to the victim entitled thereto;
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§ 7A-304(e)

INFRACTION

§ 7A-304(f)

§ 7A-304(g)

INFRACTION

b.Costs due the county;
c.Costs due the city;
d.Fines to the county school fund;

e.Sums in restitution prorated among the persons other than the victim entitled

thereto;
f.Costs due the State;
g.Attorney's fees, including appointment fees assessed pursuant to G.S. 7A-455.1.

(2) Sums in restitution received by the clerk of superior court shall be disbursed

when:
a.Complete restitution has been received; or

b.When, in the opinion of the clerk, additional payments in restriction will not be

collected; or
c.Upon the request of the person or persons entitled thereto; and

d.In any event, at least once each calendar year.

Unless otherwise provided by law, the costs assessed pursuant to this section for
criminal actions disposed of in the district court are also applicable to infractions
disposed of in the district court. The costs assessed in superior court for criminal
actions appealed from district court to superior court are also applicable to infractions
appealed to superior court. If an infraction is disposed of in the superior court
pursuant to G.S. 7A-271(d), costs applicable to the original charge are applicable to

the infraction.

The court may allow a defendant owing monetary obligations under this section
to either make payment in full when costs are assessed or make payment on an
installment plan arranged with the court. Defendants making use of an installment
plan shall pay a onetime setup fee of twenty dollars ($20.00) to cover the additional
costs to the court of receiving and disbursing installment payments. Fees collected
under this subsection shall be remitted to the State Treasurer for support of the

General Court of Justice.

Changes to the costs or fees in this section apply to costs or fees assessed or collected

on or after the effective date of the change. However, in misdemeanor or infraction
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END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
70 ACTS

cases disposed of on or after the effective date by written appearance, waiver of trial
or hearing, or plea of guilt or admission of responsibility pursuant to G.S. 7A-180(4) or
G.S. 7A-273(2), and within the time limit imposed by subdivision (a)(6) of this section,
in which the citation or other criminal process was issued before the effective date,
the costs or fees shall be the lesser of those specified in this section as amended, or
those specified in the notice portion of the defendant's or respondent's copy of the

citation or other criminal process, if any costs or fees are specified in that notice.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

PR I I B | P I |||I||||||I||||||I||II||
1965 1994 2023
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
01 1965 c.310,s.1 ENACTED
02 1967 c. 601, s.2 AMENDED
03 1967 c. 691, ss. 27-29 AMENDED
o4 1967 c.1049,s.5 AMENDED
05 1969 c. 1013, 5.3 AMENDED
Y 1969 c. 1190, ss. 28, 29 AMENDED
o7 1971 c. 377, ss. 19-21 AMENDED
08 1971 c. 1129 AMENDED
09 1973 c.47,s.2 AMENDED
10 1975 c. 558, ss.1, 2 AMENDED
e 1975 2nd Sess., ¢. 980, s. 1 AMENDED
12 1979 c.576,5.3 AMENDED
13 1981 c. 369 AMENDED
1 1981 c. 691, s. 1 AMENDED
1 1981 c. 896, s.2 AMENDED
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1985

1985
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1986

1986

1989

1989

1989

1991

1991

1993

1996

1997

1998

2000

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2005

2005

2007

2008

2008

c.959,s.1

c.713,ss.2,3

1983 (Reg. Sess., 1984), c. 1034, s. 249
c. 479, s. 196(a)

c. 729, ss. 2-4

c.764,s.17

Ex. Sess., c. 5

1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 852, s. 17
c. 1015, s. 1

c.664,ss.1,2

c.786,s.1

1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 1044, s. 1
c. 742, s.15(a)

1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 811, s. 1
c.313,5.2

2nd Ex. Sess., c. 18, s. 22.13(a)

S.L. 1997-475, s. 4.1

S.L. 1998-212, ss. 19.4(K), 29A.12(a)
S.L. 2000-109, s. 4(a)

S.L. 2000-144, s. 2

S.L. 2001-424, s. 22.14(a)

S.L. 2002-126, ss. 29A.4(a), 29A.8(a), 29A.9(b)
S.L. 2003-284, s. 30.19B(a)

S.L. 2004-186, 5. 4.4

S.L. 2005-250, s. 1

S.L. 2005-276, ss. 43.1(a), 29.30(b)
S.L. 2005-363, s. 1

S.L. 2007-323, s. 30.8(a)

S.L. 2008-107, s. 29.8(a)

S.L. 2008-118, s. 2.9(a)
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46 2009 S.L. 2009-451, s. 15.20(a), (b), (c) SRR BES
47 2009 S.L. 2009-516, s. 1 e
48 2009 S.L. 2009-575, s. 13A AUENDEE
49 2010 S.L. 2010-31, s. 15.5(a) SRIER DED
50 2010 S.L. 2010-123, s. 6.1 LS
51 2010 S.L.2010-147, s. 7.1 AENDEE
52 2011 S.L.2011-19,s. 5 SRIERDED
53 2011 S.L.2011-145, ss. 15.10(a), 19.1(h), 31.23(a), 31.23B,AMENDPED

31.26(b), (c), 31.26A

54 2011 S.L.2011-191, s. 4 AUENDEE
55 2011 S.L.2011-192, s. 7(n) SRIERDED
56 2011 S.L. 2011-326, s. 2 AMENDED
57 2011 S.L. 2011-391, ss. 63(a), (b), 66 AENDEE
58 2012 S.L. 2012-142, ss. 16.5(b), 16.6(b) SRIERDED
59 2013 S.L. 2013-360, ss. 17.6(g), 18B.18(a), 18B.19(a) ~ AMENDED
60 2014 S.L. 2014-100, s. 18B.14(a) AENEE
61 2015 S.L. 2015-241, ss. 18A.11, 18A.23(b) LIS
62 2015 S.L. 2015-247, s. 1(a) IS
63 2017 S.L. 2017-57, ss. 18B.5(a), 18B.6(a), 18B.10(a) RENEE
64 2018 S.L.2018-5, s. 18B.1 ANENDED
65 2019 S.L. 2019-150, s. 1 IS
66 2019 S.L.2019-177, s. 9(a) AMENDED
67 2020 S.L. 2020-68, s. 1 ALENEEE
68 2020 S.L. 2020-83, s. 10.1(b) (AL
69 2021 S.L. 2021-180, s. 16.15(a) AMENDED
70 2023 S.L. 2023-103, s. 4 AUENBEE

APPARATUS Il
14 AUTHORITIES

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
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REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 143-166.50(e) @) "in accordance with the provisions of"

G.S. 7A-474.19 @) "the provision of services described in"

G.S. 7A-146 (@)e) "disposes of the charge pursuant to"

G.S. 20-138.1 (@)(10) "payable by a defendant convicted under”

G.S. 20-138.2 (@)(10) "defendant convicted under G.S. 20-138.1 or"

G.S.20-138.2A (@)(10) "a second or subsequent conviction under"

G.S. 20-138.2B (@)(10) "a second or subsequent conviction under"

G.S. 20-139.1 (@)(11) "completes a chemical analysis pursuant to"

G.S. 8-58.20 (@)11) "20-139.1, a forensic analysis pursuant to"

G.S. 8-50.1(a) () "blood tests and comparisons incurred by"

G.S. 7A-455.1 (d) "including appointment fees assessed pursuant to"

G.S. 7A-271(d) (€ "in the superior court pursuant to"

G.S. 7A-180(4) (@) "or admission of responsibility pursuant to"

G.S. 7A-273(2) ® "responsibility pursuant to G.S. 7A-180(4) or"
APPARATUS 111 Charion

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-304 (2023).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-304(a) (2023).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
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22.13(a); 1997-475, s. 4.1; 1998-212, ss. 19.4(k), 29A.12(a); 2000-109, s. 4(a); 2000-144, s. 2; 2001-424, s. 22.14(a); 2002-126, ss.
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