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No court shall make or issue any rule or order banning, prohibiting, or restricting the publication or 
broadcast of any report concerning any of the following: any evidence, testimony, argument, ruling, verdict, 
decision, judgment, or other matter occurring in open court in any hearing, trial, or other proceeding, civil 
or criminal; and no court shall issue any rule or order sealing, prohibiting, restricting the publication or 
broadcast of the contents of any public record as def�ined by any statute of this State, which is required to 
be open to public inspection under any valid statute, regulation, or rule of common law. If any rule or order 
is made or issued by any court in violation of the provisions of this statute, it shall be null and void and of 
no ef�fect, and no person shall be punished for contempt for the violation of any such void rule or order.
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The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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