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CHAPTER 7A
ARTICLE 22 - JURISDICTION OF THE TRIAL DIVISIONS IN CRIMINAL ACTIONS

N.C.G.S. § 7A-272.

Jurisdiction of district court; concurrent
jurisdiction in guilty or no contest pleas
for certain felony offenses; appellate and
appropriate relief procedures applicable.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North . 21 September 2026, 03:36 UTC Ofebeeee372563febIbasssh -
. . S.L.2023-97, 5. 3(a) — ninth act 95862637855875b7ad2c3ba3 -
Carolina, as published by the . )
in the lineage db35blal3e8e31eb
General Assembly
§7A-272(a) Except as provided in this Article, the district court has exclusive, original jurisdiction
14 14

for the trial of criminal actions, including municipal ordinance violations, below the

grade of felony, and the same are hereby declared to be petty misdemeanors.

§ 7A-272(b) The district court has jurisdiction to conduct preliminary examinations and to bind
the accused over for trial upon waiver of preliminary examination or upon a finding

of probable cause, making appropriate orders as to bail or commitment.

§ 7A-272(c) When the prosecutor and defendant consent, the district court has jurisdiction to
accept a defendant's plea of guilty or no contest to a Class H or I felony if one of the

following criteria is met:

(1) The defendant is charged with a felony in an information filed pursuant to
G.S. 15A-644.1, the felony is pending in district court, and the defendant has

not been indicted for the offense.

(@) The defendant has been indicted for a criminal offense but the defendant's case

is transferred from superior court to district court pursuant to G.S. 15A-1029.1.
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§ 7A-272(d)

§7A-272(e)

§ 7A-272(f)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
9 ACTS

The chief district court judge may schedule and assign sessions of court to accept pleas
of guilty or no contest pursuant to this subsection, and the district attorney shall cause

agreed-upon pleas to be calendared for these sessions.

Provisions in Chapter 15A of the General Statutes apply to a plea authorized under
subsection (c) of this section as if the plea had been entered in superior court, so that
a district court judge is authorized to act in these matters in the same manner as a
superior court judge would be authorized to act if the plea had been entered in superior

court, and appeals that are authorized in these matters are to the appellate division.

With the consent of the chief district court judge and the senior resident superior court
judge, the district court has jurisdiction to preside over the supervision of a probation
judgment entered in superior court in which the defendant is required to participate
in a local judicially managed accountability and recovery court program pursuant to
G.S. 15A-1343(b1)(2b) or is participating in a local judicially managed accountability
and recovery court program pursuant to a deferred prosecution agreement under
G.S. 15A-1341(a2) or the terms of a conditional discharge under G.S. 15A-1341(a5). The
district court may modify or extend the probation judgment, but jurisdiction to revoke

probation supervised under this subsection is as provided in G.S. 7A-271(f).

Repealed by Session Laws 2022-6, s. 8.2(b), effective March 17, 2022.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1965 1994 2023
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

N2 YEAR ACT CHARACTER

01 1965 c.310,s. 1 A=

02 1965 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 725, ss. 1,2 LS

03 2009 S.L. 2009-452, s. 2 AENDEE

04 2009 S.L. 2009-516, s. 8(a), (b) s
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05 2010 S.L. 2010-96, s. 26(b) AMENDED

g 2010 S.L.2010-97, s. 13 AMENDED

e 2014 S.L. 2014-119, s. 2(b) AMENDED

08 2022 S.L. 2022-6, s. 8.2(b) AMENDED

L) 2023 S.L. 2023-97, s. 3(a) AMENDED
e s Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 15A-644.1 () "in an information filed pursuant to"

G.S. 15A-1029.1 ©(2) "court to district court pursuant to"

G.S. 15A-1343(b1)(2b) (€) "and recovery court program pursuant to"

G.S. 15A-1341(a2) (© "to a deferred prosecution agreement under"

G.S. 15A-1341(a5) (€) "terms of a conditional discharge under"

G.S. 7A-271(f) (e) "this subsection is as provided in"
APPARATUS Il O Rerm

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-272 (2023).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-272(a) (2023).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1965, c. 310, s. 1; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 725, ss. 1, 2; 2009-452, s. 2; 2009-516, s. 8(a), (b); 2010-96, s. 26(b); 2010-97, s. 13;
2014-119, s. 2(b); 2022-6, s. 8.2(b); 2023-97, s. 3(a).)
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