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CHAPTER 7A
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ARTICLE 19 - SMALL CLAIM ACTIONS IN DISTRICT COURT

N.C.G.S. § 7A-222,

General trial practice and procedure.
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Trial of a small claim action before a magistrate is without a jury. The rules of evidence
applicable in the trial of civil actions generally are observed. At the conclusion of
plaintiff's evidence the magistrate may render judgment of dismissal if plaintiff has
failed to establish a prima facie case. If a judgment of dismissal is not rendered the
defendant may introduce evidence. At the conclusion of all the evidence the magistrate
may render judgment or may in his discretion reserve judgment for a period not in

excess of 10 days, except as provided in subsection (b) of this section.

In a small claim action for summary ejectment, the magistrate shall render judgment
on the same day on which the conclusion of all the evidence and submission of
legal authorities occurs, unless the parties concur on an extension of additional time
for entering the judgment and except for more complex summary ejectment cases,
in which event the magistrate shall render judgment within five business days of
the hearing. Complex summary ejectment cases include cases brought for criminal
activity, breaches other than nonpayment of rent, evictions involving SECTION 8 of
the Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. § 1437f) or public housing tenants, and cases with

counterclaims.

Notwithstanding G.S. 84-4, a party in a small claim action shall not be required to

obtain legal representation.
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Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1 1 1 1
1965 1991 2017

TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o1 1965 c.310,s. 1 ENACTED
02 1971 c.377,s. 11 AMENDED
03 2013 S.L.2013-334, 5. 1 AMENDED
w3 2017 S.L.2017-143, s. 2(a) AMENDED

APPARATUS II
1 AUTHORITY

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 84-4 © "Notwithstanding"
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-222 (2017).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-222(a) (2017).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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