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§ 7A-198(a) Court-reporting personnel shall be utilized, if available, for the reporting of civil trials 
in the district court. If court reporters are not available in any county, electronic or 
other mechanical devices shall be provided by the Administrative Of�f�ice of the Courts 
upon request of the chief district judge.

§ 7A-198(b) The Administrative Of�f�ice of the Courts shall from time to time investigate the state 
of the art and techniques of recording testimony, and shall provide such electronic or 
mechanical devices as are found to be most ef�f�icient for this purpose.

§ 7A-198(c) If an electronic or other mechanical device is utilized, it shall be the duty of the clerk of 
the superior court or some other person designated by him to operate the device while 
a trial is in progress, and the clerk shall thereafter preserve the record thus produced, 
which may be transcribed, as required, by any person designated by the Administrative 
Of�f�ice of the Courts. If stenotype, shorthand, or stenomask equipment is used, the 
original tapes, notes, discs, or other records are the property of the State, and the clerk 
shall keep them in his custody.

§ 7A-198(d) Reporting of any trial may be waived by consent of the parties.

§ 7A-198(e) Reporting will not be provided in ex parte or emergency hearings before a judge 
pursuant to Chapter 50B or 50C of the General Statutes, trials before magistrates, or 
in hearings to adjudicate and dispose of infractions in the district court.

§ 7A-198(f)
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Appointment of a reporter or reporters for district court proceedings in each 
district court district shall be made by the chief district judge for that district. The 
compensation and allowances of reporters in each district shall be f�ixed by the chief 
district judge, within limits determined by the Administrative Of�f�icer of the Courts, 
and paid by the State.

§ 7A-198(g) A party to a civil trial in district court may request a private agreement from the 
opposing party or parties to share equally in the cost of a court reporter to be selected 
from a list provided by the Administrative Of�f�ice of the Courts. If the opposing party 
does not consent to share this cost, the requesting party may nevertheless pay to have 
a court reporter present to record the trial and, in the event that the opposing party 
appeals the case, that party shall reimburse the party providing the court reporter in 
full for the costs incurred for the court reporter's services and transcripts.

In the event that the recording device in a civil trial conducted without a court reporter 
fails for any reason to provide a reasonably accurate record of the trial for purposes of 
appeal, then the trial judge shall grant a motion for a new trial made by a losing party 
whose request pursuant to this section to share the cost of a court reporter was not 
consented to by the opposing party.
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8  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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01 1965 c. 310, s. 1 E N A C T E D
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06 1987 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1037, s. 19 A M E N D E D
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