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CHAPTER 7A

e d

ARTICLE 16 - MAGISTRATES

N.C.G.S.§7A-171.

Numbers; appointment and terms;
vacancies.
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TEXT
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. . S.L. 2025-54, s. 16 — tenth act cc5ad03a9567a0139ec24571 -
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General Assembly

§7A-171(a)

§7A-171(al)

§ 7A-171(b)

The General Assembly shall establish a minimum quota of magistrates appointed in

each county. In no county shall the minimum quota be less than one.

The initial term of appointment for a magistrate is two years and subsequent terms
shall be for a period of four years. The term of office begins on the first day of January of
the odd-numbered year after appointment. The service of an individual as a magistrate
filling a vacancy as provided in subsection (d) of this section does not constitute an
initial term. For purposes of this section, any term of office for a magistrate who has
served a two-year term is for four years even if the two-year term of appointment was
before the effective date of this section, the term is after a break in service, or the term
is for appointment in a different county from the county where the two-year term of

office was served.

Not earlier than the Tuesday after the first Monday nor later than the third Monday
in December of each even-numbered year, the clerk of the superior court shall submit
to the senior regular resident superior court judge of the district or set of districts as
defined in G.S. 7A-41.1(a) in which the clerk's county is located the names of two (or
more, if requested by the judge) nominees for each magisterial office for the county
for which the term of office of the magistrate holding that position shall expire on
December 31 of that year. Not later than the fourth Monday in December, the senior
regular resident superior court judge shall, from the nominations submitted by the
clerk of the superior court, appoint magistrates to fill the positions for each county of

the judge's district or set of districts.
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§ 7A-171(c)

§ 7A-171(d)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
10 ACTS

If an additional magisterial office for a county is approved to commence on January
1 of an odd-numbered year, the new position shall be filled as provided in subsection
(b) of this section. If the additional position takes effect at any other time, it is to be

filled as provided in subsection (d) of this section.

Within 30 days after a vacancy in the office of magistrate occurs the clerk of superior
court shall submit to the senior regular resident superior court judge the names of
two (or more, if so requested by the judge) nominees for the office vacated. Within
15 days after receipt of the nominations the senior regular resident superior court
judge shall appoint from the nominations received a magistrate who shall take off -
ice immediately and shall serve until December 31 of the even-numbered year, and

thereafter the position shall be filled as provided in subsection (b) of this section.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1965 1995 2025
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o1 1965 c.310,s.1 ENACTED
02 1967 . 691,s.15 AMENDED
03 1971 5.84,5. 1 AMENDED
04 1973 c. 503, s. 2 AMENDED
05 1977 c.945,55.3, 4 AMENDED
06 1977 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1037, s. 17 AMENDED
04 2004 S.L. 2004-128, s. 19 AMENDED
e 2006 S.L. 2006-187, s. 7(c) AMENDED
05 2022 S.L. 2022-47, . 5(c) AMENDED
10 2025 S.L.2025-54, 5. 16 AMENDED
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APPARATUS Il

A tHoRITY Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 7A-41.1(a) (b) "set of districts as defined in"
APPARATUS Il . q

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-171 (2025).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-171(a) (2025).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1965, c. 310, s. 1; 1967, c. 691, 5. 15; 1971, 5. 84, 5. 1; 1973, c. 503, 5. 2; 1977, c. 945, ss. 3, 4; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1037,
s. 17; 2004-128, s. 19; 2006-187, s. 7(c); 2022-47, s. 5(c); 2025-54, s. 16.)
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