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The Court of Appeals is created ef�fective January 1, 1967. It shall consist initially of six judges, elected 
by the qualif�ied voters of the State for terms of eight years. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall 
designate one of the judges as Chief Judge, to serve in such capacity at the pleasure of the Chief Justice. 
Before entering upon the duties of his of�f�ice, a judge of the Court of Appeals shall take the oath of of�f�ice 
prescribed for a judge of the General Court of Justice.

The Governor on or after July 1, 1967, shall make temporary appointments to the six initial judgeships. The 
appointees shall serve until January 1, 1969. Their successors shall be elected at the general election for 
members of the General Assembly in November, 1968, and shall take of�f�ice on January 1, 1969, to serve for 
the remainder of the unexpired term which began on January 1, 1967.

Upon the appointment of at least f�ive judges, and the designation of a Chief Judge, the court is authorized 
to convene, organize, and promulgate, subject to the approval of the Supreme Court, such supplementary 
rules as it deems necessary and appropriate for the discharge of the judicial business lawfully assigned to 
it.

Ef�fective January 1, 1969, the number of judges is increased to nine, and the Governor, on or after March 1, 
1969, shall make temporary appointments to the additional judgeships thus created. The appointees shall 
serve until January 1, 1971. Their successors shall be elected at the general election for members of the 
General Assembly in November, 1970, and shall take of�f�ice on January 1, 1971, to serve for the remainder of 
the unexpired term which began on January 1, 1969.

Ef�fective January 1, 1977, the number of judges is increased to 12; and the Governor, on or after July 1, 
1977, shall make temporary appointments to the additional judgeships thus created. The appointees shall 
serve until January 1, 1979. Their successors shall be elected at the general election for members of the 
General Assembly in November, 1978, and shall take of�f�ice on January 1, 1979, to serve the remainder of the 
unexpired term which began on January 1, 1977.
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On or after December 15, 2000, the Governor shall appoint three additional judges to increase the number 
of judges to 15.

The Court of Appeals shall sit in panels of three judges each and may also sit en banc to hear or rehear any 
cause upon a vote of the majority of the judges of the court. The Chief Judge insofar as practicable shall 
assign the members to panels in such fashion that each member sits a substantially equal number of times 
with each other member, shall preside when a member of a panel, and shall designate the presiding judge 
of the other panel or panels.

Except as may be provided in G.S. 7A-32, three judges shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of the 
business of the court when sitting in panels of three judges, and a majority of the then sitting judges on the 
Court of Appeals shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of the business of the court when sitting en 
banc.

In the event the Chief Judge is unable, on account of absence or temporary incapacity, to perform the duties 
placed upon him as Chief Judge, the Chief Justice shall appoint an acting Chief Judge from the other judges 
of the Court, to temporarily discharge the duties of Chief Judge.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

9  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1967 1993 2019
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1967 c. 108, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1969 c. 1190, s. 3 A M E N D E D

03 1973 c. 301 A M E N D E D

04 1977 c. 1047 A M E N D E D

05 2000 S.L. 2000-67, s. 15.5(a) A M E N D E D

06 2004 S.L. 2004-203, s. 16 A M E N D E D

07 2016 S.L. 2016-125, 4th Ex. Sess., s. 22(a) A M E N D E D

08 2017 S.L. 2017-7, s. 1 A M E N D E D

09 2019 S.L. 2019-2, s. 1 A M E N D E D
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A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 7A-32 "Except as may be provided in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-16 (2019).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1967, c. 108, s. 1; 1969, c. 1190, s. 3; 1973, c. 301; 1977, c. 1047; 2000-67, s. 15.5(a); 2004-203, s. 16; 2016-125, 4th Ex. Sess., 
s. 22(a); 2017-7, s. 1; 2019-2, s. 1.)

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  L A W  —  S TAT U T E  E X P O R T ,  F O R M AT  V 1
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