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§ 7A-147(a) Prior to January 1 of each year in which elections for district court judges are to be 
held, the Administrative Of�f�icer of the Courts may, with the approval of the chief 
district judge, designate one or more judgeships in districts having three or more 
judgeships, as specialized judgeships, naming in each case the specialty. Designations 
shall become ef�fective when f�iled with the State Board of Elections. Nominees for the 
position or positions of specialist judge shall be made in the ensuing primary and 
the position or positions shall be f�illed at the general election thereafter. The State 
Board of Elections shall prepare primary and general election ballots to ef�fectuate the 
purposes of this section.

§ 7A-147(b) The designation of a specialized judgeship shall in no way impair the right of the chief 
district judge to arrange sessions for the trial of specialized cases and to assign any 
district judge to preside over these sessions. A judge elected to a specialized judgeship 
has the same powers as a regular district judge.

§ 7A-147(c) The policy of the State is to encourage specialization in juvenile cases by district court 
judges who are qualif�ied by training and temperament to be ef�fective in relating to 
youth and in the use of appropriate community resources to meet their needs. The 
Administrative Of�f�ice of the Courts is therefore authorized to encourage judges who 
hear juvenile cases to secure appropriate training whether or not they were elected to 
a specialized judgeship as provided herein. This training shall be provided within the 
funds available to the Administrative Of�f�ice of the Courts for this training, and judges 
attending the training shall be reimbursed for travel and subsistence expenses at the 
same rate as is applicable to other State employees.
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The Administrative Of�f�ice of the Courts shall develop a plan whereby a district 
court judge may be better qualif�ied to hear juvenile cases by reason of training, 
experience, and demonstrated ability. Any district court judge who completes the 
training under this plan, which shall include trauma-informed training on recognizing 
and mitigating adverse childhood experiences and adverse community environments, 
shall receive a certif�icate to this ef�fect from the Administrative Of�f�ice of the Courts. 
In districts where there is a district court judge who has completed this training as 
herein provided, the chief district judge shall give due consideration in the assignment 
of juvenile cases where practical and feasible.
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1965, c. 310, s. 1; 1975, c. 823; 1979, c. 622, s. 1; 2017-6, s. 3; 2018-146, ss. 3.1(a), (b), 6.1; 2023-103, s. 7.)

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  L A W  —  S TAT U T E  E X P O R T ,  F O R M AT  V 1

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 7eaf4668…9bd3c4


