NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 7A-10

CHAPTER 7A

e d

ARTICLE 3 - THE SUPREME COURT

N.C.G.S. § 7A-10.

Organization; compensation of justices.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 04:03 UTC b00ed965853ea780e98bas0G -
3 3 S.L. 2023-134, 5. 16.30(a) — 29a4a308c0e20586d594bcfO -
Carolina, as published by the ] .
twelfth act in the lineage bd37b71dac995c52

General Assembly

§ 7A-10(a)

§ 7A-10(b)

§ 7A-10(b1)

The Supreme Court shall consist of a Chief Justice and six associate justices, elected
by the qualified voters of the State for terms of eight years. Such election shall be
under Article 25 of Chapter 163 of the General Statutes or Article 1A of this Chapter.
Before entering upon the duties of the office, each justice shall take an oath of office.
Four justices shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of the business of the court.
Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, sessions of the court shall be held in
the city of Raleigh, and scheduled by rule of court so as to discharge expeditiously the
court's business. The court may by rule hold sessions not more than twice annually
in the Old Chowan County Courthouse (1767) in the Town of Edenton, which is a
State-owned court facility that is designated as a National Historic Landmark by the
United States Department of the Interior. The court may by rule hold sessions not
more than twice annually in the City of Morganton; unless a more suitable site is
identified by the court, the court shall meet in the Old Burke County Courthouse, the

location of summer sessions of the Supreme Court from 1847-1862.

The Chief Justice and each of the associate justices shall receive the annual salary
provided in Current Operations Appropriations Act. Each justice is entitled to
reimbursement for travel and subsistence expenses at the rate allowed State employees

generally.

In addition to the reimbursement for travel and subsistence expenses authorized by
subsection (b) of this section, and notwithstanding G.S. 138-6, each justice whose
permanent residence is at least 50 miles from the City of Raleigh shall also be

reimbursed for the mileage the justice travels each trip to the City of Raleigh from
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§ 7A-10(c)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
12 ACTS

the justice's home for business of the court. The reimbursement authorized by this
subsection shall be calculated for each justice by multiplying the actual round-trip
mileage from that justice's home to the City of Raleigh by a rate-per-mile established
by the Director of the Administrative Office of the Courts, but not to exceed the

business standard mileage rate set by the Internal Revenue Service.

In lieu of merit and other increment raises paid to regular State employees, the Chief
Justice and each of the Associate Justices shall receive as longevity pay an annual
amount equal to four and eight-tenths percent (4.8%) of the annual salary set forth in
the Current Operations Appropriations Act payable monthly after five years of service,
nine and six-tenths percent (9.6%) after 10 years of service, fourteen and four-tenths
percent (14.4%) after 15 years of service, nineteen and two-tenths percent (19.2%) after
20 years of service, and twenty-four percent (24%) after 25 years of service. "Service"
means service as a justice or judge of the General Court of Justice, as a member of
the Utilities Commission, or as an administrative law judge. Service shall also mean

service as a district attorney or as a clerk of superior court.
APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1967 1995 2023
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o1 1967 c. 108, s. 1 ENACTED
02 1983 c. 761, s. 242 AMENDED
03 1983 1983 (Reg. Sess., 1984), c. 1034, s. 165 AMENDED
04 1983 ¢. 1109, ss. 11, 13.1 AMENDED
05 1985 c. 698, 5. 10(a) AMENDED
L 1997 S.L. 1997-56, 5. 1 AMENDED
o 2007 S.L. 2007-323, ss. 14.21(a), 28.18A(a) AMENDED
b 2015 S.L. 2015-66, s. 2 AMENDED
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09 2015 S.L.2015-89, s. 1
10 2017 S.L. 2017-57, s. 35.4(d)
1 2021 S.L. 2021-180, s. 16.18(a)
12 2023 S.L. 2023-134, s. 16.30(a)
APPARATUS II o e
abrhoRiTy Authorities referenced

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

N.C.G.S. § 7A-10

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 138-6 (b1) "(b) of this section, and notwithstanding”
APPARATUS I11 . .
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COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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