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§ 77-89.8(a) Except as limited by subsection (d) of this section, by restrictions in any joint 
resolution, or by other provisions of law, the Commission may make regulations 
applicable to Lake Norman and its shoreline area. These regulations shall not conf�-
lict with State or federal law, or the exercise of any authority granted under any 
permit or license issued by any State or federal agency. In lieu of or in addition to 
these regulations, the Commission may, after public notice, request that the Wildlife 
Resources Commission pass rules on this subject in accordance with the procedure 
established in G.S. 75A-15.

§ 77-89.8(b) Notwithstanding G.S. 75A-16.2, the Commission shall require any person born on or 
after January 1, 1988, to complete a boating education course, approved by the National 
Association of Safe Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) and accepted by the 
Wildlife Resources Commission, to operate a motorized watercraft of 20 horsepower 
or greater on Lake Norman.

§ 77-89.8(c) Violation of any regulation of the Commission commanding or prohibiting an act is a 
Class 3 misdemeanor, which shall include a f�ine of not less than two hundred dollars 
($200.00) but not more than f�ive hundred dollars ($500.00).

§ 77-89.8(d) No regulation adopted under this section shall be enforced unless adequate notice of 
the regulation has been posted in or on Lake Norman or its shoreline area. Adequate 
notice as to a regulation af�fecting only a particular location may be by a sign, uniform 
waterway marker, posted notice, or other ef�fective method of communicating the 
essential provisions of the regulation in the immediate vicinity of the location. If a 
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regulation applies generally to Lake Norman or its shoreline area, or both, there shall 
be a posting of notices, signs, or markers communicating its essential provisions in at 
least three dif�ferent places throughout the area.

§ 77-89.8(e) A copy of each regulation adopted under this section shall be f�iled by the Commission 
with the following persons:

(1) The Secretary of State.

(2) The clerk of superior court of each of the four counties.

(3) The Executive Director of the Wildlife Resources Commission.

(4) The Secretary of the Department of Commerce.

(5) The Secretary of the Department of Environmental Quality.

(6) The General Manager of Water Strategy, Hydro Licensing & Lake Services for 
the federal licensee of the Catawba-Wateree Hydro Project (FERC Project No. 
2232).

§ 77-89.8(f) Any of�f�icial designated in subsection (e) of this section may issue certif�ied copies of 
regulations f�iled with the of�f�icial. The certif�ied copies may be received in evidence in 
any proceeding.

§ 77-89.8(g) Each participating local government shall incorporate a copy of the text of every 
regulation adopted by the Commission in its local code of ordinances, as maintained 
in accordance with G.S. 153A-49 or G.S. 160A-77.

§ 77-89.8(h) Publication and f�iling of regulations adopted under this section are for informational 
purposes and are not a prerequisite to their validity if they in fact have been adopted, 
the public has been notif�ied as to their substance, a copy of the text of all regulations 
is in fact available to any person that may be af�fected, and no party to any proceeding 
has been prejudiced by any defect with respect to publication and f�iling. Regulations 
adopted by the Commission under other sections of this Article relating to internal 
governance of the Commission are not required to be f�iled or published. If posting of 
any sign, notice, or marker or the making of other communication is essential to the 
validity of a regulation, it is presumed in any proceeding that proper notice was given 
and maintained and the burden lies upon the party asserting to the contrary to prove 
lack of adequate notice of the regulation.

§ 77-89.8(i)
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Under authorization of a joint resolution, and subject to the limitations of this section, 
the Commission may regulate personal watercraft operation in Lake Norman and from 
its shoreline area.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

4  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1969 1997 2025

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1969 c. 1089, s. 8 E N A C T E D

02 1991 c. 494, s. 3 A M E N D E D

03 1991 c. 797, s. 1 A M E N D E D

04 2025 S.L. 2025-67, s. 5.1(b), (c) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

4  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 75A-15 (a) "accordance with the procedure established in"

G.S. 75A-16.2 (b) "Notwithstanding"

G.S. 153A-49 (g) "ordinances, as maintained in accordance with"

G.S. 160A-77 (g) "in accordance with G.S. 153A-49 or"
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A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 77-89.8 (2025).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 77-89.8(a) (2025).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1969, c. 1089, s. 8; 1991, c. 494, s. 3; 1991, c. 797, s. 1; 2025-67, s. 5.1(b), (c).)

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  L A W  —  S TAT U T E  E X P O R T ,  F O R M AT  V 1
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