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CHAPTER 77
ARTICLE 2 - OBSTRUCTIONS IN STREAMS

N.C.G.S.§77-14.

Obstructions in streams and drainage
ditches.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT

General Statutes of North . 21 September 2026, 03:32 UTC f2e12b2e772d46c51322111c -
S.L. 2013-155, s. 4 — fifteenth fe1594270293¢18ac188b29 -

Carolina, as published by the . )
act in the lineage 32681dee367445f
General Assembly

If any person, firm or corporation shall fell any tree or put any slabs, stumpage, sawdust, shavings, lime,
refuse or any other substances in any creek, stream, river or natural or artificial drainage ravine or ditch, or
in any other outlet which serves to remove water from any land whatsoever whereby the drainage of said
land is impeded, delayed or prevented, the person, firm or corporation so offending shall be guilty of a Class
2 misdemeanor: Provided, however, nothing herein shall prevent the construction of any dam or weir not
otherwise prohibited by any valid local or State statute or regulation. In addition to any fine or imprisonment
imposed, the court may, in its discretion, order the person, firm, or corporation so offending to remove the
obstruction and restore the affected waterway to an undisturbed condition, or allow authorized employees
of the enforcing agency to enter upon the property and accomplish the removal of the obstruction and
the restoration of the waterway to an undisturbed condition, in which case the costs of the removal and
restoration shall be paid to the enforcing agency by the offending party. This section may be enforced by
marine fisheries inspectors and wildlife protectors. Within the boundaries of any county or municipality
this section may also be enforced by any law enforcement officer having territorial jurisdiction, or by the
county engineer. This section may also be enforced by specially commissioned forest law-enforcement of -
ficers of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services for offenses occurring in woodlands. For
purposes of this section, the term "woodlands" means all forested areas, including swamp and timber lands,

cutover lands and second-growth stands on previously cultivated sites.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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