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The General Assembly f�inds that the extraction of minerals by mining is a basic and essential activity 
making an important contribution to the economic well-being of North Carolina and the nation. 
Furthermore, it is not practical to extract minerals required  by our society without disturbing the surface 
of the earth and producing waste materials, and the very character of certain surface mining operations 
precludes complete restoration of the land to its original condition. However, it is possible to conduct 
mining in such  a way as to minimize its ef�fects on the surrounding environment. Furthermore, proper 
reclamation of mined land is necessary to prevent undesirable land and water conditions that would be 
detrimental to the general welfare, health, safety, beauty, and property rights of the citizens of the State. 
The General Assembly f�inds that the conduct of mining and reclamation of mined lands as provided by 
this Article will allow the mining of valuable minerals and will provide for the protection of the State's 
environment and for the subsequent benef�icial use of the mined and reclaimed land.
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1  A C T Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1971 1972

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1971 c. 545, s. 2 E N A C T E D

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 a20436a4…ece804
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