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CHAPTER 74

e d

ARTICLE 2A - MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH ACT

N.C.G.S.§74-24.7.

Inspections and investigations.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North ) . 21 September 2026, 04:03 UTC 691aaldfb4463872130136ce -
. . c. 206, s. 7 — first act in the 266151da3247b014e84621b9 -
Carolina, as published by the ;
lineage 85e19cac2fa28a63
General Assembly
§74-24.7(a) The Commissioner through the Director shall make as many inspections and

investigations in mines each year as are deemed necessary to effectively and accurately

fulfill the requirements of:

ey

3)

(4)

Obtaining, utilizing, and disseminating information relating to health and
safety conditions, the causes of "accidents" and causes of illnesses and physical

impairments originating in such mines,

Gathering information with respect to the necessity for health and safety

standards,
Determining whether an imminent danger exists,

Determining whether or not there is compliance with safety and health

standards or with any notice, order, or decision issued under this Article.

In carrying out the requirements of (4) of this subsection, no advance notice
of an inspection shall be provided to any mine operator, official, miner,
representative of the miners, or other person, except that the Commissioner
or Director may authorize the giving of advance notice only when such notice

is essential to the effectiveness of the inspection.

§ 74-24.7(b) For the purpose of making any inspection or investigation under this Article, the

Commissioner or his authorized representative shall have a right of entry to, upon,

or through any mine at reasonable times.

§ 74-24.7(c)
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§ 74-24.7(d)

§ 74-24.7(e)

§ 74-24.7(f)

For the purpose of making any investigation of any "accident" relating to safety and
health in a mine, the Commissioner may, after notice, hold hearings, and may issue
subpoenas for the attendance and testimony of persons and the production of relevant
documents, and administer oaths in any investigation conducted by him. In case of
contumacy or refusal to obey a subpoena served upon any person under this section,
the general court of justice, superior court division, of the county in which such person
is found or resides or transacts business, upon application by the Commissioner and
after notice to such person, shall have jurisdiction to determine whether such person

shall be punished as for contempt of court.

In the event of an "accident” occurring in a mine, the operator shall notify the
Commissioner or the Director thereof at such time as may be required and shall take
appropriate measures to prevent the destruction of any evidence which would assist
in investigating the cause or causes thereof. In the event of any "accident" occurring
in a mine where rescue and recovery work is necessary, the Commissioner through
the Director shall take whatever action he deems appropriate to protect the life of any
person, and he may, if he deems it appropriate, supervise and direct the rescue and

recovery activity in such mine.

In the event of any "accident" occurring in a mine, the Commissioner through the
Director may issue such orders as he deems appropriate to insure the safety of any
person in the mine, and the operator of such mine shall obtain the approval of
the Commissioner or his authorized representative in consultation with appropriate
federal representatives, when feasible, of any plan to recover any person in the mine

or to recover the mine or to return affected areas of the mine to normal.

Whenever any miner or representative of the miners has reasonable grounds to believe
that a violation of a safety or health standard exists, or that an imminent danger exists,
such miner or representative of the miners may request an inspection by giving notice
to the Commissioner or the Director of such violation or danger. Any such notice shall
be reduced to writing, shall set forth with reasonable particularity the grounds for the
notice, and shall show the name of the miner, be signed by the miner or representative
of the miners, and a copy shall be provided the operator or his agent no later than at
the time of inspection, except that, upon request of the person giving such notice,
his name and the names of individual miners referred to therein shall not appear in
such copy. If, after receipt of such notification, the Commissioner finds that there are

reasonable grounds to believe a violation may exist, a special inspection shall be made
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§ 74-24.7(g8)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
1 ACT

APPARATUS III

as soon as practicable to determine if, in fact, such violation or danger does exist under

the provisions of this Article.

At the commencement of any inspection of a mine by the Commissioner or his
authorized representative, under subsection (a)(3) or subsection (a)(4) of this section,
the authorized representative of the miners at the mine at the time of such inspection
shall be given an opportunity to accompany the Commissioner or his authorized
representative on such inspection, to inform the Commissioner or his authorized
representative of conditions and practices in the mine, without loss or deduction in
pay. Where there is no authorized representative of the miners, the Commissioner or
his authorized representative shall have the right to consult with a reasonable number

of miners concerning matters of safety and health in the work place.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1975 1976
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER

01 1975 c.206,s.7 S

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 74-24.7 (1975).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 74-24.7(a) (1975).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 691aaldf...a28a63



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 74-24.7

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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