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Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Article, the Secretary of Environmental Quality shall have 
authority to remove or cause to be removed from Ocracoke Island and Shackleford Banks all ponies known 
as banks ponies or marsh ponies if and when he determines that such action is essential to prevent damage 
to the island. In the event such a determination is made, the Secretary, in lieu of removing all ponies, may 
require that they be restricted to a certain area or corralled so as to prevent damage to the island. In the 
event such action is taken, the Secretary is authorized to take such steps and act through his duly designated 
employees or such other persons as, in his opinion, he deems necessary and he may accept any assistance 
provided by or through the National Park Service.
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